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Titus: The Sufficiency of the Gospel for Teaching and Transformation 

 

Author:  Apostle Paul (probably written (mid-60s AD) after 1 Timothy and before 2 Timothy) 

Paul begins the letter by affirming his status: “Paul, a servant of God” (1:1).  Nowhere else does 

he use this exact expression [Greek: doulos theou] “God’s slave.”  J. Phillips: “Only a man who 

has learned to obey is fit to command... [Paul’s] authority was derived from his apostleship.”   

Paul had most likely visited Crete and left Titus there, and is now on his way to Nicopolis.
i
  

**Discussion Question: Why do you think Paul describes himself as “God’s slave”? 

 

Audience:  Titus (and by extension, the church at Crete) 

Titus:  Titus was a Gentile present with Paul at the Jerusalem Council (Gal. 2:3-9) whose lack of 

circumcision was a prominent testimony in Paul’s instruction that the gospel did not require 

observance of the Mosaic Law in order to secure salvation (Gal. 2:1, 3).   

Titus is not mentioned in Acts, but is included 13 times in Paul’s letters.  He was an early co-

worker with Paul (Galatians written around 48-49 AD).  Paul sent him to Corinth to help diffuse 

the situation there (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:6-14) and commends him to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 8:16-24). 

Paul addresses Titus as his own son, a spiritual child whom Paul has affectionately trained in the 

things of God (1:4).  It is clear that Paul deeply loved his converts and co-laborers in the work of 

the gospel.  He deeply trusts Titus and leaves him on the island of Crete to establish order 

through appointing elders, teaching believers, and rebuking false teachers using the gospel. 

The Cretans:  Titus was given the charge of leading a very young church in a very unpromising 

situation.  He was to appoint elders from among the most spiritually mature converts available.  

(This is in contrast to the well-established church where Timothy served in which “recent 

converts” were not to be appointed as elders (1 Tim. 3:6).  Those at Crete were a rough, unruly 

bunch.  Paul agreed with the Greek philosopher Epimenides (600BC) who characterized them as 

being “always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12).  However, both Paul and Titus 

believed that the gospel had the power to transform such an unpromising group. 

Paul’s Strategy:  The strategy that Paul had for cultivating the church at Crete was: first, the 

appointment of elders (1:5), and second, by training others for discipleship (2:1-10).  Through 

strong leadership and thorough discipleship relationships, the church at Crete would begin to live 

out the light of the gospel in a very dark, uncivilized place.  Titus would have to not only 

encourage believers with the truths of the gospel, but he would also have to refute false teachers.  

He would do all of this by focusing on the work of God in Christ.  Despite the difficult 

background of these Cretan converts, Paul expected them to embrace the godly fruit of Christ-

like character.  This is an incredible testimony as to the transforming power of the gospel. 

**Discussion Question:  What types of people do we often think are beyond the gospel’s power? 
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Purpose:  

Since the church at Crete was so young, it had not yet appointed elders to lead the congregation 

there (1:5).  This lack of strong leadership made the church even more susceptible to false 

teaching (1:10), especially those who were teaching that salvation required faith in Christ and 

obedience to the Jewish laws (e.g., circumcision).  Yet, Paul knew that any addition to the gospel 

is actually a “false gospel” (cf. Gal. 1).  Paul, therefore, gives Titus, one of his most-trusted 

helpers, the charge to oversee the church at Crete.  As Titus fulfilled his charge, he experienced a 

great deal of opposition (1:10-1:16; 3:9) from those who professed to know God with their lips 

but completely denied Him with their lifestyles.  Titus would need to rebuke these men and 

appoint faithful men to help shepherd the flock, and lead others to participate in discipleship. 

Paul emphasizes the gospel:  He writes, not from a position of superiority, but as one who owes 

everything to “the kindness and love of God our Savior” (3:3-7).  He calls the Cretans to the 

highest of standards (“the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people” (2:11)) 

as they reject their former way of life.  He calls them to this pursuit of godliness by means of 

relying on God’s grace to grow and change them (2:12).  They should focus on the gospel as 

they wait for “the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ” (2:13).
ii
  In this way, the Cretans were to meditate on what God had done in the past, was 

doing in the present, and would do in the future:   God brought them salvation through Christ 

(2:11-14), was sanctifying them through the Holy Spirit (3:5-6), and promised the certainty of 

glorification when Christ returns (2:13).  In light of these truths, the Cretans were to live godly 

lives that exhibit both faith, and the fruit of faith, good works.
iii

 

**Discussion Question:  How does faithful meditation upon the gospel produce good works? 

 

Major Themes: 

Church Leadership:  

 (Titus 1:5-9) Qualifications of Elders)
iv

 

 (Titus 1:13; 2:1) Responsibilities: rebuking false teachers and teaching sound doctrine 

 (Titus 1:10-16; 3:9-10) Examples of ungodly teachers/leaders and how to deal with them 

Discipleship:   

 (Titus 2:1-10)  Older and younger men, older and younger women, and slaves… 

Salvation: 

 (Titus 2:11-14) The grace of God and the return of Christ: salvation is present and future. 

 (Titus 3:5-6) The Holy Spirit plays a prominent role in salvation… regeneration and 

 sanctification are accomplished and applied by Him as a result of God’s work in Christ.  

 Titus 3:4-7 demonstrates the unity of the Godhead in the work of salvation (Trinitarian). 



Christ’s Covenant  A Gospel-Centered Approach to Scripture Trent Crofts 

Church (Mar/Apr 2010)  Gabe Tribbett        

Godliness: 

 (Titus 2:12) Saving faith results in godly fruit… God’s grace produces obedience in the 

 form of love and good works.   

 “Good”:  In contrast to the Cretans, elders were to be men who love what is good (1:8); 

 Older women should teach what is good (2:3) so that younger women are good (2:5).  

 Titus is to be an example to younger men by doing what is good (2:7), and remind all 

 believers to be ready to do whatever is good (3:1; 3:8). 

 

Contents:   

 “The opening greeting (1:1-4) is longer than Paul’s usual greeting and contains a reminder that 

God has promised eternal life and brought it to pass in due course.” 

Paul has left Titus in Crete to set things in order in the church, and he now urges him to appoint 

elders in every town, giving directions about the kind of person required for this office (1:5-9). 

The Cretans were a “rebellious people” and Paul warns Titus against such unruly ones (1:10-16). 

Paul exhorts Titus to teach older men (2:2), as well as older women who will teach younger 

women (2:3-5).  He also exhorts him in regards to young men (2:6-8) and slaves (2:9-10). 

All believers are expected to live uprightly as they wait for “the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (2:11-15). 

There is a contrast between the way people lived before Christ and the fruit-bearing lives that 

follow after they have experienced Christ (3:3-8).   

They should avoid foolish divisions (3:9-11).  The letter is closed with specific instructions about 

various individuals and then ended with final greetings (3:12-15).
v
 

 

Book Divisions: 

 (1) Introduction (1:1-4) 

(2) Appointing Elders in the Local Church (1:5-9) 

(3) Dealing with Error in the Local Church (1:10-16) 

(4) Discipleship in the Local Church (2:1-10) 

(5) The Gospel: Motivation for Discipleship/Godly Living (2:11-15) 

(5) The Gospel: Its Transforming Power is a Trinitarian Activity (3:1-11) 

(6) Conclusion (3:12-15) 
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Paradigm for Reading Scripture in a gospel-centered way: 

An explanation: 1 Peter 1:10-12 provides a Scriptural basis/foundation for reading all of 

Scripture (including the OT) in a Christ-centered/gospel-centered way (see also Luke 24:24-27, 

44-47; John 5:39-40; Acts 26:22-23; cf. 8:34-35).  In this approach, we attempt to understand 

two things from any given passage of Scripture: What does it reveal (either explicitly or 

implicitly), and what does it suggest should be my response? 

 

This approach involves answering the following questions: 

[A] Revelation:  

(1) What does it reveal about the character of God?  

(2) What does it reveal about man’s fallen (sinful) condition?  

(3) What does it reveal about the gospel solution (God’s activity to overcome/redeem the fallen 

condition)? 

[B] Response:  

(4) What should I confess in response to this passage?   

(5)  What should I celebrate (i.e., praise God for/ live in obedience to) in response to this text?  

 

Essentially, we must ask what the text is leading us to think, feel, believe, or do in response to 

God’s revelation of Himself, our sinfulness, and His redemptive activity on our behalf.  Every 

passage ought to be interpreted in light of the fullest and final revelation of Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

Christ is the centerpiece of the gospel and is the ultimate solution for every aspect of our fallen 

condition.  Such transformational truth is given and applied to us through the redemptive work of 

God on our behalf.  This approach is not exhaustive, but it is helpful for seeing the gospel and its 

power for transformation in text so that we might more faithfully apply it to our lives. 

 

                                                 
i
 Crete is an island not far off the coast of Athens, Greece.   Crete is mentioned in Paul’s voyage to Rome (Acts 27).  

It seems unlikely that Paul did significant evangelism during his brief stint along the Cretan coast, though he 

probably did some.  Subsequently, Paul left Titus at Crete (Titus 1:5) to finish what he had already started. 
ii
 John Phillips: “The great inspiration to godly living is the second coming of Christ (2:13) and the tremendous cost 

of Calvary (2:14).” 
iii

 Andreas Kostenberger: “The dominant theme in Titus, therefore, is good works, that is exemplary Christian 

behavior and that for the sake of outsiders.”  Their good works would be a worldwide testimony of the gospel.  
iv
 John Phillips describes these qualifications as: “…a family man (1:5-6), a faultless man (1:7), a friendly man 

(1:8), and a faithful man (1:9).”  “One of the important qualifications was that of teaching ability, since false 

teachers had to be exposed and expelled from the fellowship.” In looking to men qualified for leading the church, 

Paul did not look to men of social or political influence.  Neither did he look for gifted businessmen.  Instead, he 

looked for men of integrity and spiritual maturity above all else. 
v
 Phillips: Paul seemingly intended to replace Titus with either Artemas (unknown) or Tychicus (a trusted 

messenger: Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7), so that Titus could join him at Nicopolis, “a logical center for the evangelization of 

Dalmatia.”  Titus was to assist Zenas (relatively unknown besides being a lawyer or converted rabbi) and Apollos (a 

gifted Bible teacher of great eloquence) on their way.  These two men were probably quite helpful to Titus in 

teaching the Cretans and rebuking the Judaizers who were seeking to influence the church with legalistic lies. 


