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Titus 3:8-15  The Church is Called to be Fruitful and Faithful    

Revelation: (3:8-11)  

 God’s Character:   

 What God expects of His people is an implicit reflection of His character as one who is 

particular/careful (3:8), trustworthy (3:8), good (3:8), holy (3:9-10), and gracious (3:15) 

 Fallen Condition: 

 Our tendency, even as believers, is to focus more on ourselves than on serving others 

through the good works that God has so graciously called us. 

 Our tendency, even as believers, is to forget the fundamental truths of the gospel.  We 

easily compromise that which is of first importance and allow other things to become 

more important to us… but we must “insist” on the priority of the word in our lives. 

 Our human condition has a tendency to be contentious and to gravitate toward foolishness.  

We tend to argue and focus on secondary (and sometimes pointless) matters at the expense 

of primary matters that are essential to life and godliness.   

 The foolish things that people pursue are often barriers to fruitful, gospel-driven ministry.  

These pointless things are in direct contrast to the foundational, transformative truths of 

God’s work through the person of Christ.  He has called us to good works rather than 

pointless arguments that many pursue in the effort to be “righteous”. 

 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God has justified us by His grace so that we could become heirs to the promise of eternal 

life.  The result of our justification and our hope of glorification should be a lifestyle of 

pursuing godliness and exhibiting the genuine fruit of a changed heart. 

 Paul insists on Titus remembering and teaching the truths of the gospel, for it is in this 

sound doctrine (2:1), that the power of transformation exists.  The Spirit uses God’s word 

to change us and to mature us in godliness so that we may bear good fruit. 

 God uses the transformed lives of His people to be a living testimony of the power 

contained in His Spirit and His word.  This truth, that God’s Word transforms, is 

considered a trustworthy saying that one can count on (1 Tim. 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 2 Tim. 2:11). 

 God has provided the wisdom needed to deal with trouble-makers who hold to human 

philosophies and foolish patterns of thinking.  After warning them twice, God calls His 

people to disassociate themselves from those who demonstrate patterns of warped and 

sinful thinking.  The testimony of God’s word is that such people are self-condemned and 

have no place among the people of God.  In fact, the people of God should avoid them. 

 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 Are you devoted to good works for your glory or for that of God?  Are you seeking to do 

good work by your own power or as a result of God changing your heart through the 
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power of His word?  Are you studying the life of Christ so that God may mold your life 

around His character as reflected in His word? 

 Does your life reflect the heart and character of a one changed by the saving power of God 

or are you still living a “double life” as one professing to be changed without actually 

being “changed”?  Do your good works come before your faith as though doing good 

works might save you… or do your good works flow out of your faith as an expression of 

God’s work in saving and changing you?  God has the power to change you, but He uses 

His word to do it as we embrace the person of Christ by faith and submit to His word. 

 What things are you willing to fight for (are they clear aspects of biblical teaching 

necessary to life and godliness or are they mere matters of your own foolish thinking)?  

What areas are you willing to be flexible and compromise and what areas should you be 

willing to fight for?  Do you contend for the right things and for the right reasons? 

 

 Celebration:  

 Being grounded in the gospel makes us careful in our obedience to God.  It makes us 

careful with His word and enables us to be changed as a result of studying God’s word.  

Being devoted to good works on our own efforts is fruitless apart from the Spirit’s work of 

using the word to grow us in the knowledge and ways of God. 

 For Paul, there is no such thing as a Christian who embraces the truth of God and yet 

remains unchanged by it.  Embracing the truth, by faith, causes transformation of 

character.  Putting our trust in Christ and embracing the truths of His word will not leave 

us as it found us… Christ will change us through the cleansing power of His word.  We 

ought to reflect those who have been continually washed by the word of truth. 

 Our good deeds are an “adornment to the doctrine of God our Savior” and an attractive, 

tangible testimony of the hope of the gospel.  Our lives must reflect Christ to the world, or 

else we as the church fail to live out our holy commission. 

 Our faith produces works that are profitable for others.  This means that God uses us to 

display the saving power of the gospel to the world.  He blesses others through us!!   

 God gives us the wisdom to know how to deal with those who chase foolish arguments, 

cause dissension, and provoke unnecessary controversies which reveal self-righteous 

thinking.  God tells leaders to warn them twice and then have nothing to do with them. 

 God calls His people to care for their leaders in the context of community and to be 

faithful and fruitful in doing good works as their part of doing the work of the gospel.  

There is a relationship rooted in love and a mutual edification by the grace that God 

supplies through the power of His Spirit by the means of His word.  As we read God’s 

word, the grace and strength of Christ is supplied to us. 

 

 

 

 


