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Titus:    Truth Transforms through the Teaching and Testimony of Godly Relationships 

Revelation: (2:1-5)  

 God’s Character: 

 God is Savior 

 Fallen Condition: 

 Sin distorts man’s understanding about himself and about God.  Sin leads to corrupt 

doctrine and seeks to exalt mankind.  Healthy doctrine views man in relation to God in a 

way that is submissive and sees God as the only One worthy of worship.  Healthy 

doctrine, as blessed by the Spirit, leads man to faith and repentance. 

 Knowledge for the sake of knowledge puffs up; we seek transformation rather than mere 

information--see: 1 Corinthians 8; Romans 12:1-2… lifestyles rooted in the gospel. 

 Sinful, intoxicated, irreverent thinking leads to a whole host of different types of sinful 

behaviors.  The answer is found in embracing and being transformed by gospel truth. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 Doctrine shapes life, and being transformed by the gospel is impossible without 

understanding the basic teachings of the gospel.  We live in light of what we truly believe. 

 Doctrine leads to discipleship… teaching should lead to transformed living (cf. Rom 12:1-

2; 1 Cor. 3:18).  Godly discipleship is in contrast to spreading false doctrine… it 

strengthens the church and is the vehicle by which God grows and strengthens His church. 

 The work of Christ frees us from being intoxicated by sin and by the world and empowers 

us to be “clear-headed.”  Sober-minded people are those who value sound doctrine and 

therefore live rightly as a result of embracing the truths of the gospel.  Sober-mindedness 

is in contrast to the unbelieving whose “minds and consciences are defiled” (1:15).  

 When God gives us the gift of faith, the Spirit produces fruit in our lives.  The fruit of faith 

is manifested as sober-mindedness, dignity (a lifestyle of integrity), self-control, firmness 

in faith, love, and consistent living.  God sustains a life that reflects the gospel and is 

grounded in faith, love, and perseverance.  The truth protects us and guides our lives. 

 The gospel calls believers to live reverently (in light of God), and that the gospel shapes 

the way that a woman (and by extension all believers) lives.  Her reverent lifestyle should 

also lead to teaching younger women that which is good: love husbands/children, be self-

controlled and submissive and fulfill responsibilities at home (avoid idleness in behavior 

or speech), and honor God through obedience to His word in their attitudes and lifestyles. 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 What ways do you tend to NOT be clear-headed in your understanding of the truths of the 

gospel?  In what ways do you display intoxication with sin or the world rather than sober-

mindedness?  It’s impossible to be sound in faith and transformed by the gospel without 

having a clear understanding of the person and work of Christ and a right relationship with 

Him.  As believers the truths we confess are not always the truths we functionally live out.  

In what ways does your “confessional faith not line up with your functional faith”? 
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 What ways do you live in an irreverent and frivolous way?  Is your life characterized by 

flippancy toward God or toward any area of spiritual discipline?  Do you seriously reflect 

on your life and behavior in light of God and His work through Christ?  What area are you 

most in need of a reverent attitude so that you may live in a way that demonstrates that 

you’ve been transformed by the gospel?  

 Celebration: 

 Praise God that the truths of the gospel (neither our feelings nor our perfect lifestyles) 

dictate God’s work in our lives.  He has promised to complete the work that He started in 

us (Phil. 1:6), and He will give us more faith should we ask for it (James 1).  We can 

always pray, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief” as Thomas prayed. 

 Our responsibility to guard our testimony: In teaching what is good and living those truths 

out, a believer’s testimony is seen with integrity.  The transformation of life by gospel 

truths prevents the word of God from being reviled (mocked, looked down upon, etc). 

 

 

 

Revelation: (2:6-10)  

 God’s Character: 

 God our Savior 

 Fallen Condition: 

 Our sinful tendency is to lack self-control, or to live by the flesh that was crucified with 

Christ.  This leads to selfish living: arrogance, impure speech, being argumentative, 

stealing, insubordinate, and living in a number of other ways that are ungodly.  Our 

tendency is to live in light of the sinful people who we used to be rather than the redeemed 

people that we are as a result of the gospel.  The Spirit frees us form these former patterns. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 The gospel has freed young men (and all believers) from living by the flesh.  The gospel 

has freed us to be self-controlled, to live as those constrained by the Spirit. 

 The gospel has made us new so that we (especially young men) can be examples of 

godliness.  Our lifestyles should model Christ in such a way that people are attracted to the 

gospel as a result of our testimony.  This includes integrity (life, teaching, speech, 

behavior, attitudes, etc) and good works that are the fruit of faith in Christ. 

 God transforms us through His truths so that our lives would reflect His character.  People 

look at our lives (especially external behavior) as a testimony of what we believe and in 

order to know what is true about God.  In this way, our lives should be consistent so that 

the word of God is not reviled (2:5), so that opponents of God cannot malign His people 

(2:8), and so that ultimately they would find the gospel attractive because of our example.  

Our lives are intended to “adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.” 
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Response:   

 Confession: 

 A lifestyle of faith will be evidenced by the fruit of transformation.  We often do not live 

lives that manifest Christ’s righteousness, even though it’s already been given to us 

through Christ’s death and resurrection.  The Spirit applies the benefits of that justification 

through the progressive work of sanctification, which makes us more and more to reflect 

in lifestyle the legal standing (righteous) that we have before God. 

 Our faith often wanes, but God is ever faithful. 

 What ways does my speech or my behavior bring reproach upon the word or character of 

God?  Does my life serve to attract others to the gospel?   

 Am I obedient to my employer in a way that demonstrates a life transformed by faith in 

Christ?  Does my character and teaching demonstrate integrity and godliness? 

 Am I investing in the lives of younger believers?  Am I modeling my life after and seeking 

the wisdom of more mature believers by being involved in their lives? 

  

 Celebration: 

 Jesus is the Founder and Finisher of our faith.  He has already endured everything 

perfectly by succeeding where we have failed, by being obedient where we have been 

disobedient.  He has given us the Spirit so that our lives may reflect His righteousness. 

 We have the privilege of reflecting the character and word of God so that we might attract 

others to the gospel.  We are called to “adorn the doctrine of God our Savior” in 

everything that we do, say, believe, think, feel, etc.  God enables us to do this by faith, and 

even when we fail, He is faithful to do what we cannot do. 

 God has given us freedom from faithfulness, the truth to transform us, and the structure for 

growth in the church: discipleship.  He has given us the ability to grow in community and 

the privilege of impacting others in their pursuit of gospel-living. 

 We should be looking to mature, godly believers to model our lives after, and we should 

be seeking to invest in the lives of others.   

 


