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Titus 1:5-16:   Elders Embody the Truth by Living Lifestyles that are Above Reproach 

Revelation: (Titus 1:5-9)  

 God’s Character: 

 God is our ultimate example/leader who entrusts men to be His stewards 

 Fallen Condition: 

 False teaching has a significant influence that shapes conduct into something that is 

ungodly. 

 Leaders (and all mankind) have a tendency to be arrogant, rebellious, greedy, angry, 

impulsive, self-centered, lazy, sensual, undisciplined, unholy, and enjoy what is evil. 

 There is a human tendency to be violent, senseless, callous, intoxicated by ungodly things, 

insubordinate, and live in a way that is not godly. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God has given the church elders to guide and protect it. 

 God has given guidelines for the lifestyle of the leaders of His church.  A leader must be 

faithful in regards to his wife and children (v.6), internally faithful in regards to his 

attitudes and temperament (v.7-8), and faithful in regards to doctrine and responsibilities 

(v.9).  The leader is called to be an example in all areas of life and leadership: family, 

church, and personal habits (attitudes/behaviors). 

 God has given his trustworthy word as the means by which we remain in sound doctrine.  

God guards us and keeps us faithful as we hold fast to His word.  Leaders are given the 

charge to teach sound doctrine and to rebuke those who stray from it.  The word provides 

the authority for rebuking those who contradict it. 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 What areas of my life am I being a poor steward of God-given responsibilities?  What 

areas of my life am I being a faithful steward of the privileges God has given me? 

 What areas do I must struggle with practicing hospitality?  What ways could I grow and 

display a greater effort in sharing my life and resources with others? 

 What areas am I most undisciplined and not clear-headed (in my thoughts, habits, tastes, 

passions, attitudes, temperament, entertainment, work-ethic, feelings, behaviors)? 

 Celebration: 

 The primary emphasis for an elder is that he “be above reproach” and the text then 

elaborates on what that looks like.  These same lifestyle standards are expected of every 

believer, but the leader is given the responsibility to be the example in these regards.  The 

focus is on the testimony of the leadership as a reflection of God’s character, and all of his 

servants (even non-elders) should embody that standard. 

 Consider ways to encourage and challenge leaders to be “above reproach” and support 

their leadership in prayer and willingness to follow them. 
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 God has called all believers to practice hospitality.  Leaders have the privilege of setting 

the example in this regard.  Believers should have people into their homes for meals, times 

of fellowship, willing to care for others in time of need, provide financially for others in 

need, and making others feel as though they are a part of your family or home.  This 

requires opening oneself up to others in a way that may stretch one’s “comfort zone.” 

 

Revelation: (Titus 1:10-16)  

 God’s Character: 

  

 Fallen Condition: 

 Sinful man has a tendency to be insubordinate, vain talkers, liars and deceivers, and 

legalistic, lovers of evil, lazy, driven by appetites, among other forms of sinfulness.  There 

is a human tendency to either live by one’s passions (pagan) or to live in a “Jesus + 

something” manner.  In either case, the Cross of Christ is minimized by man’s sinfulness 

whether by rejecting Christ’s authority or adding something to it. 

 False teaching has corporate consequences that affect both the family and church family.  

Therefore, sound doctrine must be upheld with great carefulness. 

 God describes those who claim to the truth by deny it by their lifestyles as “detestable, 

disobedient, and unfit for any good work.”  Their minds and consciences are defiled 

because of their unbelief that is manifested in sinful lifestyles.  Hypocrisy is a matter of 

the heart, but God’s grace transforms us as the Spirit changes our hearts through His word. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God gives leaders the authority to rebuke and silence those who oppose the truth, so that 

they might be brought to repentance and faith.  This is both for the protection of the 

church and for the greater good of those who are living in sin.  The word has the power to 

sanctify us so as to experience loving rebuke as a source of God’s grace in our lives. 

 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 How often do we avoid being rebuked in order to protect our comfort?  How often do we 

see rebuke as a blessing and an indication of a brother’s/sister’s love for us?  How willing 

are we to confront others when they are consistently living outside of important truths? 

 What areas of your life are you most prone to compartmentalize?  Do you see all areas of 

life as set apart to God since you have been set apart as one of God’s children?  Do your 

lips affirm the things of God while your lifestyle denies it? 

 What truths of the gospel do I deny either with my mind or with my lifestyle than 

manifests itself in some sort of sinful behavior?  Do I realize that professing to know God 

and actually knowing Him are not always the same thing? 
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Celebration: 

 The practice of godly living (“being above reproach”) is grounded in what we believe.  

Our unwavering knowledge of the truth and faith in God as He is revealed in it, gives us 

the power to practice lives of godliness.  The Spirit uses the word to transform us and 

empowers us to be godly as we hold fast by faith to what it teaches.  As we learn more 

about God and see Him as He really is (truth) we will live lives that are tainted by sin and 

selfishness.  Our love for God is connected to our knowledge of Him. 

 We should carefully examine the lifestyle of those we follow.  You can see how much 

someone believes the truth by how well they strive to live by the truth.  No one is perfect, 

but those who are faithful to God’s word will live in a way that is full of godly fruit.  In 

the same way, we are called to live in light of what we believe.  Those who teach sound 

doctrine ought to have lives that embody sound doctrine (“above reproach”).  The same 

standard belongs to those who do not teach, but yet believe sound doctrine. 

 To those who are set apart to God (believers), all things/areas of life are set apart to God.  

But to those who are ungodly (unbelievers), nothing they do or experience is godly 

because their hearts are still defiled.  Our behavior is an indication of our hearts, and we 

should consider what areas we need to apply the truths of the gospel to it. 

 

 


