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Titus 1:1-4:   Christ, the Hope of Eternal Life, is found in the Word of Truth and leads to godliness 

Revelation: (Titus 1:1-4)  

 God’s Character: 

 Trustworthy, Faithful to His Promises, Patience, Communicator, Giver of Grace and 

Peace, Father and Savior; Sovereign 

 Fallen Condition: 

 God’s trustworthiness is significant because fallen human beings have a tendency to lie.  

God’s character is in contrast to the rebellious Cretans who are the embodiment of human 

sinfulness (which is reflected in our own hearts) as described in the letter to Titus. 

 Mankind is finite and is dependent on God for the hope of eternal. 

 Mankind is spiritually lost and in need of a Savior. 

 Mankind needs God to reveal the knowledge that is according to godliness. 

 Mankind is enslaved to sin until God’s grace makes Him enslaved to Christ.  Mankind is 

self-exalting until God’s grace makes him a messenger of the gospel. 

 Mankind is prone to disunity and false teaching, but there is one common faith which 

unifies us all through the person of Christ and the work of His Spirit. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God provides teachers for the sake of our faith and growth in godliness.   

 God reveals the truth to us through His word and through His servants. 

 God gives us His truth to inform us about how we should live.  God’s word is trustworthy. 

 God promised eternal life to His people before the beginning of time.  “What believers are 

now experiencing belongs to the eternal counsels of God and has been hidden in God until 

revealed by the Spirit in the present Age through the work of Christ (Rom. 16:25-26; Col. 

1:25-26; [1 Cor. 2:7-10; 1 Pet. 1:10-12]).”
1
  This has been further manifested through 

Paul’s preaching of Christ as the central foundation of this eternal promise of life. 

 The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to inspire eternal life by faith (Rom. 10:14-15). 

 Christ alone is the bearer of the words of eternal life (John 6:66-69), and His Word 

testifies of Him and as a result life is given through faith in His person (Jn. 5:37-47). 

 This Word has the power to bring godliness, because it testifies to Christ.  Doctrine 

therefore has the power to change lives through the transforming influence of the Spirit. 

 God has given men to proclaim this word of truth by calling attention to the person of 

Christ and the power of His Spirit (John 14:6; 17:7; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 5:26). 

 God has entrusted men to be the messengers that proclaim the expression of Christ’s 

person and work (His Word), and they are constrained toward Him as solitary Master.  

The ministry of these messengers is completely tethered to the commands of God.  Paul 

considered himself to be “God’s slave” (Titus 1:1; Rom. 6-7) for the sake of the elect.  He 

also describes himself as an apostle (“messenger”) of Christ.  He proclaims the gospel 

message.  Paul emphasizes his servant-condition before his apostleship. 

 God has chosen (elected) to save and in His sovereignty has accomplished that salvation 

for His people by securing it in the person and work of Christ and applying it by the Holy 
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Spirit.  God accomplishes salvation corporately in His people by grace through faith.  Our 

individual faith in Christ unifies us so that we mature in our reflection of Him (Eph. 4:13). 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 What ways do you doubt the promises of God?  How often to you reflect on the promises 

of God?  Do you pray in light of the promises of God?   

 Do you seek direction for your life primarily from God’s Word or from other things?  

Does your lifestyle reflect your knowledge of Christ and love for His word?   

 Do you read the Word of God in order to know and serve Christ? 

 How do you take for granted what God has entrusted you with?  Are you a faithful steward 

of the physical and spiritual responsibilities that you’ve been?  If someone were to look at 

your life, would they consider you to be “God’s slave” or the world’s slave, or a free 

person who serves yourself?  Does your life reflect being a messenger of Christ or of self? 

 Do you have an affectionate love for fellow-believers whom you serve alongside?  What 

in my life fosters disunity and breeds contention? Does your life exhibit the grace and 

peace of God? 

 Celebration: 

 Praise God that He is trustworthy and never lies.   

 Praise God that we’ve been given the Word that reveals the person of Christ to us, and that 

through Him we’ve been given the hope of eternal life. 

 Praise God that He has graciously given us men like Paul who lead and guide us in God’s 

truth by modeling a holy lifestyle and powerfully speaking the truth in love. 

 Praise God that He chose to save me before time began, and that this salvation has been 

made manifest (accomplished) through the person of Christ.  Through the preaching of the 

Word, God has used His Spirit to bring me to faith and to grow me in godliness. 

 God has given us knowledge of the truth to replace our former ignorance, and this truth is 

according to godliness rather than the depravity of the world and of our own hearts.  He 

has inspired our faith and empowered us to lives of godliness. 

 We have the “whole picture” of God’s grace brought to fulfillment in Christ, whereas 

other generations before His coming did not fully understand or see what God was doing 

for the purpose of redemption.  We have been blessed to see the full manifestation of God 

in the flesh that came through Jesus Christ, God’s Word incarnate. 

 Praise God for His grace and the peace that we’re given through Christ.  Praise God that 

He is our Father who is good to us beyond what we deserve.  

 God often gives leaders an affectionate love for those whom they serve.  God has united us 

into one common faith, one family—the body of Christ.  We ought to love and serve one 

another, encouraging and building one another up in love as we contend for the truths of 

the gospel in a world that is prone to cling to lesser things. 

 


