
Christ‟s Covenant  A Gospel-centered Reading of Genesis 22 John Mueller 
Church (June/July/Aug 2010)  Gabe Tribbett 

 

Genesis 22:  God provides a sacrifice to fulfill his promise to Abraham and foreshadows the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Please Note: This passage foreshadows the “lamb of God” (Jesus Christ) being the penultimate 

sacrifice for all mankind. 

 

Context:  God previously promised Abraham to have many offspring.  Abraham took matters 

into his own hands and had a child with Hagar (Sarah‟s [his wife] maid).  God had told Abraham 

that his promised offspring would be from Sarah who was barren.  God was true to his promise 

and provided a child from Sarah.  His name was Isaac.  The first child was cursed by God 

because of the sin of Abraham.  In this passage God has commanded Abraham to sacrifice “the 

promised child.”  Testing Abraham was clearly to show Abraham the measure of his promise and 

to look forward at the sacrifice of the promised messiah.  

Revelation: (Genesis 22:1-8)  

 God‟s Character: 

 Sovereign (All-Knowing and Authoritative) 

 Holy (Pure and Set-apart); Redemptive (gracious and merciful) 

 Penultimate (ultimate of ultimates) 

 Fallen Condition: 

 We do not trust God‟s promises. 

 We deserve nothing that God has given to us. 

 Our sin has made us unclean and unrighteous requiring a sacrifice. 

 We doubt God, creating idolatry. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God gave us all a way to have relationship with him through Jesus Christ.  

 God uses our fallenness to work in us. 

 God fulfills his promises always.  (Gal 3:18; Heb 6:13-20) 

 Even the sacrifices to God are set apart, they have significant value. 

 God does not test us beyond what we can endure. (1 Cor. 10:13; Ja 1:12) 

 God purifies us and tests us through sacrifice, restoring relationship to himself 

through the penultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ. (Mt 17:22-23; Jn 1:29, 36; 3:16; 

19:17; Ro 8:32; Gal 3:16) 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 We have doubted God‟s promises and gifts.  (How do you doubt God? What are 

areas that you struggle most with God‟s promises? ) 
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 We have need of a sacrifice.  How can our lives be a sacrifice?  (What things have 

you treasured more than God (i.e., idols of the heart)?  What do we need to give 

up?) 

 We have need of the penultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  (What ways are you 

taking time to ponder the sacrifice that His life is?) 

 Celebration: 

 God is a trustworthy God that fulfills his promises in greater ways that we can 

even imagine. 

 God is all-knowing and in complete control. 

 Christ has given us access to the Father through his penultimate sacrifice. 

 God has called us to obedience to his promise.  

Revelation: (Genesis 22:9-19) 

 God‟s Character:  

 Merciful (Exodus 34:6; Jonah 4:2; Mi 7:18-20) 

 Powerful(1 Chron 29:11; Job 36:22; 37:23; Ps 111:6) 

 Provider  

 Trustworthy 

 Fallen Condition: 

 We naturally fear men. 

 We don‟t trust God or his promises to us. 

 We are powerless and faithless to save and sanctify ourselves 

 The sacrifices of the Old Testament did not bring full atonement. Our sin was 

always keeping the sacrifices impure. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God has mercifully given us new life through raising Jesus to life.  (Abraham 

trusted that God would have raised Isaac from the dead. [Heb 11:19])      

 God has given us (and is guarding) an inheritance that is pure and everlasting.   

 God is moving through his promises in all of time from the beginning to the end. 

 God redeems our trials by using them to strengthen our faith (which is more 

precious than gold). 

 God also uses sacrifices to sanctify us for His own praise, honor, and glory at the 

final revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 God gives us faith resulting in works that bring him the ultimate glory! 

 Vs 16–18 are the last words spoken by God to Abraham in Genesis, and their 

significance should not be underestimated. From now on there is no doubt about 

the fulfillment of the promise. Abraham‟s obedience prompted God to guarantee 

his promises with an oath.
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 For the NT, however, there is more to the sacrifice of Isaac than the supreme 

example of someone committing himself to obey God completely (Heb. 11:17–

19); it is a picture of God‟s sacrificial love. Just as Abraham gave his only son as 

a sacrifice, so the Father „did not spare his own Son‟ for the world (Rom. 8:32; Jn. 

3:16). In Isaac‟s ready submission to Abraham‟s will we see an image of the Son 

who said „Father … not my will, but yours be done‟ (Lk. 22:42).
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Response:   

 Confession: 

 We are dead and in need of a propitiatory (substitute for our own blood) sacrifice 

to save us.  (How can you show gratitude to the Lord and Savior?) 

 Our lives are finite, impure, and temporary.  We are dependent on God to free us 

from death and decay; to free us from uncleanness; and to free us from the natural 

effects of time.  That means we need to be obedient and have a sacrifice that is 

perfect and pure to remain clean.  (How can I meditate on Christ‟s sacrifice daily?  

How can I meditate on the victory found in him alone?) 

 God has the power to give life and take it away.  (In what areas has God given me 

life?  How can I reflect his glory by giving testimony?) 

 Abraham held up his first born promised son as an idol.  We all have idols that we 

worship above the Most High God.  (What idols are controlling your life?) 

 Do you find yourself being more like Isaac or Abraham?  (How can you be 

absolutely obedient to God?  What thoughts are we to have about God‟s promise 

to us?) 

 Isaac and Abraham did not reluctantly act in obedience to God.  (What are some 

areas that you are reluctant to give to Christ?  How can you be sanctified 

according to God‟s promises?) 

Celebration: 

 God granted Abraham to be a man of promise.  (Gal 3:7-9, 16, 18; Heb 6:13; 

11:17-19) 

 God is merciful and has given us new life and eternal life. 

 God is providing a substitutionary sacrifice that we do not deserve. 

 We will no longer experience death, decay, and all the effects of a fallen world 

because of Christ‟s spilt blood. 

 God is producing an obedient faith that will honor Him, and given us hope, joy, 

and love that are rooted in His person and His promises. 

 Jesus Christ was the scapegoat for all believers dying that we might live. 

 God has shown his promise, and fulfilled it in all of time. 
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Connections to Christ 

Types 

Isaac was a type of Christ.  Thomas Aquinas called this section of Scripture “Isaac a type of 

Christ.”  He also said, “MANY and wonderful are the instances of faith and obedience recorded 

in the Scriptures. But no action whatever (those only of our Lord himself excepted) has at any 

time surpassed or equaled that related in the text.”
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  Isaac foreshadowed the penultimate sacrifice 

of Jesus Christ.  He was a type of Christ figure in the Old Testament.  But God did not allow him 

to be sacrificed instead provided an animal to be sacrificed.  This was the place that the term 

scapegoat came from.  Jesus Christ was the final scapegoat he was the final perfect substitute, the 

sacrifice to end all sacrifices needing the shedding of blood.  Both the ram and Isaac show the 

Character of Christ.  Being willing to be sacrificed (“father not my will but yours”) but also 

being the substitutionary sacrifice.  But this is where the type breaks down, for Isaac there was a 

substitute but for Christ there is none he is the substitute.      

Covenants 

The promise of a son was part of God‟s covenant with Abraham (Gen 15).  When God asked 

Abraham knew either God was going to raise Isaac from the dead or he was going to provide 

another sacrifice.  God had already given a barren woman a child who could say that he could 

not raise a man from the dead.  If Abraham could look into the future he would have seen that 

Christ the penultimate sacrifice would be raised from the dead.  God is the giver and taker of life.  

The covenant with Abraham was fulfilled even though Abraham previously was not obedient to 

God‟s call on his life.  
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