
Christ’s Covenant  Seeing the Gospel in the Old Testament John Mueller 
Church (Summer 2010)           Gabe Tribbett 

 
 

Text:   Exodus 32 (33&34)    

 

Central Truth:  God alone must be worshipped, and that worship must be in accordance with His word 

 

Context: 

 Joseph’s family moves to Egypt (Gen. 50; Ex. 1).  The Egyptians oppress the Israelites and God 

hears their cry (Ex. 1).  God delivers then raises up Moses to lead them out of captivity (Ex. 2-12) by 

overcoming Moses’ shortcomings/fears and empowering Him.  God sends a number of plagues upon 

Egypt to punish the Egyptians and to show them that He alone is God.  Moses leads the people into the 

wilderness, because they are a weak-hearted people and would grumble and turn back to Egypt had they 

taken a straight-route to the Promised Land.  On Mt. Sinai, God revealed to the people His desire for them 

(Ex. 19:3-6) them to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.   

 Soon after, He reminded the people of His grace toward them in the great exodus and proceeded to 

give them a summary of the Law that required their obedience (Ex. 20).  God’s covenant to the people was 

conditional in that it required obedience in order for the blessings to be fully experienced and the curses to 

be avoided.  Instructions for worship were given regarding the tabernacle and priests.  While on Mt. Sinai, 

a dissension rose in the camp of Israel and they constructed a golden calf to worship.  God becomes angry 

at their sin and stubbornness (Ex. 32).  Moses intercedes on behalf of the people and says that it would be 

better to die than move forward without God (Ex. 33:12-23).  In Ex. 34:6-8, God communicates His 

everlasting love for His covenant people and His everlasting hatred for sin.  The rest of Exodus reveals the 

carrying out of God’s instructions regarding the tabernacle. 

 

Revelation:  

 God’s Character: 

 Patient (vv.9, 14); Jealous (v.10); Wrathful/Just (v.10); Powerful (v.11); Faithful (v. 14); 

Merciful (v.14); Sovereign (v.35); Serious/Holy (v.35) 

 

 Larger Context:  Exodus 34:6-7: merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abundant in steadfast 

love/faithfulness, forgiving, sovereign Lord, righteous/just.  (cf. Ex. 33:22 “glorious”; Ex. 

20: gracious, particular; sovereign; singularly holy and worthy of worship; etc.). 

 Fallen Condition: 

 The Israelites were impatient and frustrated with Moses (v.1) who was God’s man.  As a 

result, their derision led to pragmatism and idolatry (vv. 1-2, 9).  

 

 Aaron demonstrated a failure in leadership due to a fear of man (v.5) that resulted in the 

people’s misguided worship (v.6).  Their false worship led to frivolity and lack of 

reverence toward God (vv. 6, 19). 



Christ’s Covenant  Seeing the Gospel in the Old Testament John Mueller 
Church (Summer 2010)           Gabe Tribbett 

 

 The people display disobedience toward God (v. 8) when they refuse to submit to the 

commands that He gave them in Exodus 20.   

 

 The people are stubborn (“stiff-necked”) (v.9) and show a level of obstinacy that was seen 

through their grumblings in the wilderness. 

 

 Aaron lies (v.24) to protect himself for his own cowardice.   

 

 Aaron also displays weak leadership in that he did not put an end to the derision that was 

growing among the people (v.25).   

 Gospel Solution: 

 God hates sin (idolatry/disobedience) b/c He is jealous for His glory (v.10). 

 

 God demonstrates patience and mercy toward sinners (Rom. 5:8) in that He does not 

immediately punish them for sin, and as seen in the Cross He allows vicarious atonement 

 

 God gave His commands to guide His people (vv.15-16; cf. Exodus 20). 

 

 God often gives His leader a righteous jealousy for His glory (vv. 19-20). 

 

 God does not allow sin to go unpunished (vv. 20, 27-28, 35), and has ultimately shown 

that through the death of His Son who became the curse for us (Gal. 3:13).  God also 

blesses radical obedience (v.29) that sometimes seems harsh in the eyes of mankind.  God 

sent a plague on the people (v.35), which shows that God’s justice requires that all sin be 

dealt with.  The greatness of God’s justice toward humanity is that all things will be 

vindicated and one day made right as He places all enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15).  

This is good news to God’s children.  Obedience to God’s commands is obedience to God. 

 

 While atonement was not directly given in this situation (v.30), in the Cross we find that 

God ordains atonement to be brought ultimately through Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:29-34; Heb. 

9:28).  God demonstrates that the wages of sin is death (v.29), which Christ ultimately 

fulfilled for God’s people when He laid down His life for the sheep (Jn. 10:15; Mk 10:45). 

 

 Moses stood in the gap on behalf of the people (v.32-33) and even intercedes for them in 

Exodus 33:12-23.  In this way, Moses resembles Christ who stood in the gap between God 

and man (John 1:14-18; Phil. 2:5-11) and who intercedes for His people (Jn. 17; 1 Jn. 2:1).  

God promises in Exodus 33 to go before His people, which He demonstrates often by 

guiding them out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, with a pillar and a cloud, through His 

prophets who proclaim His word, and ultimately through the living Word—Jesus Christ. 

 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 In what ways are you impatient/frustrated with God’s timing and ways, disappointed with 

the outcome of His will?  Do you ever experience sinful frustration with God’s leader(s)? 
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 What areas of your life do you find yourself gravitating toward pragmatism (“if it works, 

then it must be right”) instead of God’s way of doing things? 

 

 What idols do you have: fear of man, lust for sex, lust for food, pride, selfishness, fear of 

confrontation, worry or anxiety, unhealthy dependence on others, etc? 

 

 Do you take worshipping God as seriously as He does?  Do you treat God frivolously?  Do 

you worship the way that you “feel” is best or the way that God says is best?  Could your 

worship be described or perceived as being irreverent toward the serious things of God?  Is 

your worship edifying to others (Phil. 2) and expressive of the joyfulness of the gospel? 

 

 Do you forget or forsake the commands of God (either out of ignorance, negligence, or 

selfishness, etc.)?  Does your life display a consistent pattern of stubbornness to receive 

counsel from other godly individuals or to obey the clear commands of God? 

 

 Are you prone to lying to protect your own incompetence or cowardice?  What areas of 

your life do you most often seek to protect your image?  Do you foster dissension or 

grumbling among others and join them in slander or sinful disobedience? 

 

 Do you acknowledge your own need to depend on God’s provision of grace and guidance? 

 Celebration: 

 We should praise God that He is jealous for His glory and has not chosen to leave us in 

our sinful state.  He has chosen to redeem us from the fall so that we may reflect His glory. 

 

 God has graciously given us atonement through His Son that even while we were yet 

sinners Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).  Therefore, we should have faith in Christ’s death on 

our behalf as we turn from our sin and our own attempts at justification. 

 

 God has given us His word to guide our thoughts, feelings, beliefs, and actions and to give 

instruction for our relationships.  We should study God’s word prayerfully as we ask the 

Holy Spirit to reveal God’s will and to apply those truths to our lives in various ways. 

 

 We should praise God for the leaders that He has given us and seek to obey their 

leadership (Heb. 13) unless there is clear biblical reason to distrust/disobey them. 

 

 We should praise God that all sin will be dealt with, and the Christ dealt with our sin at the 

Cross once for all.  This should give us a sense of comfort and relief from the guilt of our 

sin, as well as a trust in God that one day all things will be set right and that we don’t have 

to take matters into our own hands in order to experience vindication. 

 

 We should recognize that Jesus Christ is our Advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1), and 

know that it is through Christ that we are found righteous before God.  We should also 

intercede for others as we take their burdens to the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit to give 

grace where it is most needed in their lives. 

 

 We should praise God and marvel at His faithful, patient, lovingkindness toward us (Ex. 

34:6-8).  We don’t deserve it, and yet we’ve received it.  We should also behave with such 

grace and love toward others as we overlook sin and shortcomings and imitate the ways of 
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God toward us (Phil. 2).  As God has been faithful to us in the past, He will continue to be 

so in the present and the future.  We must trust Him and seek to live in light of this good 

news as we enjoy the transformation that He is doing in us and work He does through us. 

 

Connections to Christ: 

 

Here are a few: 

Christ is our Advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1) who intercedes for us (John 17) 

Christ is our Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5-6; Heb. 1:1-3; John 1:14-18; Phil. 2:5-11) 

Atonement is ultimately found in Christ Jesus (Jn. 1:29-34; Heb. 9:28) 

Christ became the curse for us (Gal. 3:13) and fulfilled the whole law without sin (Heb. 9:28) 

Christ will set all things right and put all enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15) 

Christ enables us to worship God properly in spirit and in truth (John 4:24; John 14:6, 15; John 15) 

Christ is the fullness of God’s glory as manifested in the flesh (Col. 1, Phil. 2, John 1) 

 

 


