
Textual Study Outline:           

Philippians: The Glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ 

I.   Opening/Greeting (1:1-2) 

 

II. Thanksgiving for Partnership in the Gospel (1:3-11) 

 A. Partnership in the gospel and partakers of God’s grace (1:3-7) 

 B. Paul’s prayer toward his gospel-partners  (1:8-11) 

 

III. The Advancement of the Gospel (1:12-18) 

 A. Paul’s circumstances serve to advance the gospel (1:12-14) 

 B. Paul’s central focus of preaching Christ (1:15-18) 

 

IV. Living Worthy of the Gospel (1:19-30) 

 A.  Paul’s attitude and actions serve as an example (1:19-26) 

 B. Paul exhorts the Philippians to live worthy of the gospel (1:27-30) 

 

V.  Christ is the Gospel—The Ultimate Example (2:1-11) 

 A. Have the mind of Christ (2:1-5) 

 B. Christ’s humiliation  (2:6-8) 

 C. Christ’s exaltation (2:9-11) 

 

VI. Imitate Christ in Living Out the Gospel (2:12-18) 

 A.  Obedience: man’s responsibility through God’s gracious work (2:12-13) 

 B. Obedience makes believers shine in the world (2:14-16) 

 C. Obedience means rejoicing in suffering for the gospel (2:17-18) 

 

VII. Serving the Interests of the Gospel (2:19-30) 

 A. True partners (Timothy) versus false partners in the gospel (2:19-24) 

 B. Praise for the Philippians’ partnership thru sending Epaphroditus (2:25-27) 

 C. Recognition of Epaphroditus as a genuine gospel-partner (2:28-30) 



 

VIII. The Supremacy of Knowing Christ (the Gospel)  (3:1-11) 

 A. True versus false knowledge of Christ (3:1-3) 

 B. Paul’s example of formerly knowing lesser things (3:4-6) 

 C. Paul’s example of knowing the supremacy of Christ (3:7-9) 

 D. Suffering with Christ enables them to experience the glory of the gospel (3:10-11) 

 

IX. Christ Has Made Paul a Partaker in the Gospel (3:12-16) 

 A. Christ has made Paul his own, to share in the glory of his resurrection (3:12-13) 

 B. Paul is focused on finishing well by obtaining what Christ has given him (3:14-16) 

 

X. Living As Citizens of the Gospel-Kingdom (3:17-4:1) 

 A. Paul is a living example of what a gospel-partner should live like (3:17) 

 B. Many are living lives contrary to that of a gospel-partner (3:18-19) 

 C. Believers’ citizenship is rooted in a heavenly kingdom (3:20) 

 D. Christ the King will transform the believer and be his stronghold (3:21-4:1) 

 

XI. Characteristics of Citizenship within the Gospel-Kingdom (4:2-9) 

 A. Their names are written in the Book of Life (4:2-3) 

 B. The peace of God will guard their hearts and minds (4:4-7) 

 C. These practices are an outworking of the God of peace who is with them (4:8-9) 

 

XII. God Supplies Every Need for Gospel-workers in and through Christ (4:10-20) 

 A. God uses means in order to meet the needs of His people (4:10-18) 

 B. God supplies every need in Christ, therefore His people can be content (4:19) 

 C. God is to be praised for His glorious provision to those who trust in Him (4:20) 

 

XIII. Closing/Final Greetings (4:21-23) 

 A.  Final greetings (4:22) 

 B. Grace goes with you (4:23)        ©Gabe Tribbett 


