
Suggestions for Passage-by-Passage Self-Study 

 
These are merely suggestions to help you think through how to study a text.  You may study more briefly 
or more thoroughly depending on your time and ability. 

Prayer:  Begin by asking God to illuminate the text so that you might better understand and apply His 
word to your life. 

 “Incline my heart to your testimonies” Psalm 119:36 
 “Open my eyes that I may behold wonderful things in your law.” Psalm 119:8 
 “Unite my heart to fear your name.” Psalm 86:11 
 “Satisfy me in the morning with your steadfast love that I may rejoice and be glad in you.” Ps 90:14 
 
 
Observations:  Make a bullet-point list of observations about each passage.  Consider the Who? What? 
When? Where? How? questions.  Also consider significant words or phrases; key themes; compared or 
contrasted ideas; and/but/or/therefore/for/since; repeated or related words/phrases/themes; as well as 
verb tense (past/present/future; active/passive); nouns, adjectives, and pronouns (antecedent), etc. 
  

 Ex.  Paul was an apostle.  He writes to elders, deacons, and the saints; he calls himself a servant. 

 

Author’s Big Idea: Attempt to summarize in one, concise sentence the author’s main idea.  This is what 
the original author was trying to communicate. 

 Ex.  Paul passionately prayed for the Philippians who partnered with him in the gospel ministry. 

 

Discontinuities:  List observations that were true of the author’s time but are not true of ours.  These 
can be historical, theological, etc. 

  Ex.  Paul was an Apostle, but we are not.  Philippi was a Roman colony, but we live in America. 

 

Continuities:  List observations that were true of the author’s time and are still true of our time.  These 
are often historical or theological issues common to human experience. 

 Ex.  Paul addressed opposition to the gospel within and outside of the church, and we still face 
 similar threats today.  Paul addressed sinners saved by grace, and we are sinners saved by grace. 

 

Parallel Passages:  List biblical passages that are clarifying or in parallel to this one.  Note the cross-
references in your Bible as a starting point.  Consider OT passages that may shed light or provide enriched 
meaning to the NT passage being studied. 

 Ex. Phil. 2:9 contrasts the idea of Christ’s humble earthly role and his heavenly honor (Is. 52:13). 

 

Character of God: What does this passage teach about the character of God?  These can be either 
implicitly inferred or explicitly stated. 

 Ex.  God is merciful; God is triune; God is the author of salvation; etc. 
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Fallen Condition of Man: What does this passage teach about the sinfulness of man?  These can be 
either implicitly inferred or explicitly stated. 

 Ex.  Man is prone toward pride; mankind is divisive and self-centered apart from Christ. 

 

Gospel Solution: What does this passage teach about the redemptive activity of God?  These can be 
either implicitly inferred or explicitly stated. 

 Ex.  Christ died for sinners; God delivered His people from Egypt; the Holy Spirit transforms us. 

 

Consultation:  Consult a good commentary to see what it might add to your study.  See 
www.bestcommentaries.com for a list of helpful single-volume commentaries on each book of the Bible.  
Some are more technical/academic and others are more pastoral/lay-level commentaries.  Be sure to get 
one appropriate to the nature of your interest/ability to comprehend. 

 

Application: How does this passage lead me to respond: What should I confess? What should I celebrate 
through praise/obedience?  These can be either implicitly inferred or explicitly stated.   

In regards to obedience consider:  

What does this text indicate that I should (1) know, think or understand; (2) believe; (3) feel; or (4) do as 
a result?  Not every text is telling me to “do” something.  Sometimes it addresses my affections, beliefs, or 
thoughts/attitudes rather than merely my actions.  Also consider how it affects various relationships that 
you have in your life: work, immediate family, extended family, spouse, church, friends, “enemies”, etc. 

 Ex. Confession: I have not honored God with my words.  Father, help me be careful to glorify you 
 with my speech.  Celebration: (Praise) God you have graciously saved me and given me the grace 
 that transforms me.  Thank you!  (Obedience): For example, this text tells me that I should believe 
 that God is sovereign.  (Or) it might suggest that I should feel more secure in God’s faithfulness. 

 

Central Truth:  Summarize in one sentence the central truth the passage is communicating to believers 
today. 

 Ex.  (Phil 2:1-11)  God has called believers to be united by following the humble example of Christ. 

 

Questions for Further Study:  Due to limitations of time you won’t have time to track down 
everything that you’re interested in studying further.  So make a brief note of issues/questions/words/ 
theological ideas that you’d like to study more in-depth. 

Reflection Paragraph:  Write a paragraph of reflection about what God is teaching you in this passage. 

 

For more in-depth study tools, please consult: 

How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth by Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart 
Dig Deeper by Nigel Beynon & Andrew Sach 
Journey into God’s Word by J. Scott Duvall & J. Daniel Hays (Condensed edition of Grasping God’s Word) 
Grasping God’s Word by J. Scott Duvall & J. Daniel Hays 

http://www.bestcommentaries.com/

