
Notes: Seeing the Gospel in the Old Testament 

What is the Gospel? 

God Man Christ    Response 

God is our holy Creator and righteous Judge.  He created us to glorify Him and enjoy Him forever (Gen. 

2:7, 16-17; 18:25; Matt. 25:31-33).  Man was created in God’s image in order to worship and reflect Him. 

 

Mankind rebelled against God by sinning against His holy character and law (Gen. 3:1-7).  We’ve all 

participated in this sinful rebellion, both in Adam as our representative head and in our own actions (1 

Kings8:46; Rom. 3:23; 5:12, 19;Eph. 2:1-3).  As a result, we have alienated ourselves from God and have 

exposed ourselves to His righteous wrath, which will banish us eternally to hell if we are not forgiven 

(Eph. 2:12; John 3:36; Rom. 1:18;  Matt. 13:50).  But God sent Jesus Christ to rescue lost and helpless 

sinners, while they were yet His enemies. 

 

Christ, being fully God and fully man, was sent by God to die the death that we deserved for our sins–the 

righteous for the unrighteous–so that God might both punish our sin in Christ and forgive it in us (John 

1:14; Rom. 3:21-26; 5:6-8;Eph. 2:4-6).  Christ bore the wrath that man deserved, and was raised to new 

life in order that those who put their faith in Him would be saved. 

 

Response: The only saving response to this Good News (a.k.a. ―the gospel‖) is repentance and belief  

(Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Mark 1:15; Luke 3:7-9; John 20:31).  We must repent of our sins (turn from them and to 

God) and believe in Jesus Christ for forgiveness of our sins and reconciliation to God.  Through 

repentance from our sin and faith in the death and resurrection of Christ, we are welcomed into the family 

of God as those declared righteous in the sight of God.  As we grow in grace and truth, God transforms us 

into the image of Christ and we begin to bear the fruit of righteousness. 

 

See Titus 3:4-7 and Eph. 1:7-10 as summaries of the gospel; see 2 Cor. 3:18; Jn 17:17; Rom. 12:1-

2 for a summary of sanctification; and see Col. 1:15-20; Phil 2:5-11; Heb. 1:1-4 for Christology. 

Unity of Scripture:  

One unifying thread of the Bible is its divine authorship.  Every book of the Bible is God’s 

word.  Through the Holy Spirit, God directed the revelation and writing of His word through 

inspiration of human instruments who recorded it. 

God‟s word was written for our instruction that through endurance and the 

encouragement that it provides, we might come to have the hope of glory which is 

Christ in us (Rom. 15:4; Col. 1:27).  Cf. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21; Ps. 19, 119. 

 

God’s Plan for History:   

God has a unified plan for all of history. 

―His ultimate plan for the fullness of time [is] to unite all things in him [Christ], things 

in heaven and on earth… to the praise of his glory.” (Eph. 1:10-12).  Cf. Eph. 1:1-14 
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God has had this plan from the very beginning. 

“…remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 

and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 

times things not yet done, saying, „My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish 

my purpose” (Isaiah 46:9-10). 

“When the fullness of time had come, God send forth his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who are under the law.”  (Gal. 4:4-5). 

In fact, Christ’s atoning death was intended (Rev. 13:8) and our redemption was planned 

(Eph. 1:4) before the foundations of the world were ever laid. 

The work of Christ on earth is the climax of history. 

It was through Christ’s work that God accomplished salvation for His people (cf. Titus 

2:11-14; 3:4-7; Phil. 2:5-11).  At Christ’s return, God will finish what he started (Phil. 1:6; 

Rom. 8:19-23; 1 Cor. 15; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-22:5) in creating a holy people and a 

perfect home (we will be ―new creatures in Christ‖ in ―new heavens and the new earth‖). 

Since God’s plan has been unified throughout history, it is appropriate for him to make 

earlier promises and predictions that would later experience fulfillment.  Some of 

these promises are explicitly clear (i.e., God promises Messiah in Is. 9:6-7) and at other 

times these promises are symbolic (i.e., animal sacrifices that are a symbol of forgiveness 

of sins (Lev. 4) which fully and finally comes only through Christ (Heb. 10:1-18). 

 

Christ in the Old Testament: 

God’s plan focuses on Christ and His glory (Eph. 1:10), therefore it is legitimate that the 

promises of God and the symbols of the OT should point forward to him. 

―For all the promises of God find their Yes in him [Christ]” (2 Cor. 1:20). 

Luke 24:24-27 and Luke 24:44-47 indicate that all of Scripture is ultimately about 

the person and saving work of Christ.  Jesus showed the disciples how to understand all 

of Scripture, including the OT, as pointing to Him.  See also: Jn. 5:39-40; Acts 8:34-35; 

26:22-23; 1 Peter 1:10-12. 

Law of Moses which includes Genesis-Deuteronomy. 

The Prophets which include the historical books/former prophets: Joshua, Judges, 1-2 

Samuel, and 1-2 Kings; the latter prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel; and the 12 

Minor Prophets: Hosea-Malachi. 

The Psalms which includes the wisdom literature and writings (Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Ruth, Esther, Job, Lamentations, Song of Solomon, etc). 



The OT as a whole, therefore, through its promises, symbols, and pictures of salvation points 

forward to the actual accomplishment of salvation that took place once-for-all in the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Promises/Blessings of God Point Forward to Christ:  

(1) The promise of salvation (Gen. 3:15) and God’s commitment to His people (Gen. 17:7) 

point forward to the work of Christ.  (cf. Mic. 5:2/Matt. 2:1-12; Isa. 25:6-9; 60:1-7). 

(2) God promises: ―I will be their God, and they shall be my people.‖ (cf. Jer. 31:33; Hos. 

2:23; Zech. 8:8; 13:9; Heb. 8:10).  God’s promises can only find its ultimate fulfillment 

through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Sometimes God gives immediate temporal blessings, but these blessings are only a 

foretaste of the rich eternal blessings that come through Christ (2 Cor. 1:20; Eph. 1:3). 

 

Warnings/Curses of God Point Forward to Christ: 

(1) God’s holiness (Lev. 11:44) requires that He righteously react to sin.  God cannot look 

on sin; Romans 6:23 states that the wages of sin is death.  God’s judgment of sin 

(warnings/curse) ultimately point to Christ as the Lamb of God, the sin-bearer 

who became the curse for us (John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13).  ―Every 

instance of the wrath of God against sin, and his punishments of sin, looks forward to the 

wrath that was poured out on Christ on the cross.‖ 

(2) Christ, at His second coming, will put an ultimate end to sin and death (1 Cor. 15). 

 

Covenants Point Forward to Christ: 

(1) Covenant: a binding contract between God and man that expresses God’s 

commitment to man and man’s commitment/obligation toward God.  ―When God makes 

a covenant with man, God is the sovereign, so he specifies the obligations on both sides.‖   

The covenant blessings and curses are both fulfilled in the person of Christ 

and are only experienced by His people through saving faith in Him.  

Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1-2); Mosaic Covenant (Ex. 19:1-8; 20:1-10; 24:1-8); 

Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:4-17); New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; Ez. 36:26-27). 

(2) Christ was fully God and fully man.  As a man, he stands with His people to fulfill the 

obligations of the covenant that they have failed to uphold (Heb. 5:8).  Christ is the 

ultimate covenant-keeper while we are the repetitive covenant-breakers. 



His perfect obedience and bearing the curse secures for them the covenant blessings of 

God.  Christ was rewarded for His obedience (Phil. 2:9-10) and as a result 

reconciled believers to God (2 Cor. 5:18-21; Rom. 5:6-11) so that they might enjoy 

the intimacy of being His children (Rom. 8:14-17).  In Isaiah, Christ is even called the 

covenant for God’s people (Is. 42:6; 49:8). 

 

Offspring Point Forward to Christ: 

(1) Genesis 3:16, immediately after the fall, God promises that the seed of the woman 

will crush the head of the serpent who seduced her. 

(2) Abraham is promised that he will be a father of many nations (Gen. 17) and that 

they will receive the blessing of land and a blessed name.  Abraham-Isaac-Jacob-12 

Sons-12 Tribes/Nation of Israel and later Christ as the supreme descendent (Matt. 1:1).  

Paul notes that it was Christ who was referred to in Genesis (Gal. 3:16; Gen. 3:16). 

(3) Abraham trusted God and it was credited to him as righteousness (Rom. 4; Gal. 

3:9; Heb. 11:8-12-19; Gen. 17:1).  He wasn’t entirely blameless, but one of his offspring 

would be entirely without sin, Christ (Heb. 4:15).  Believers, therefore, are Abraham’s 

offspring through faith in Christ, as heirs according to the promise (Gal. 3:28-29). 

(4) Adam drew all men into sin (Gen. 3; Rom. 5) but Christ is the Last Adam (Rom. 

4; 1 Cor. 15:45-49) who freed believers from sin.  Like Adam, Christ represents all who 

belong to him, and Christ reverses the effects of Adam’s fall.   

 

Shadows, Prefigures, and “Types” 

The NT constantly speaks of the salvation that Christ has brought.  The OT does the same thing 

through way of anticipation.  The OT portrays the gospel through types and shadows (1 Cor. 

10:6, 11; Heb. 8:5). 

 The events of the Israelites in the wilderness was an example for us (1 Cor. 10:6, 11). 

Greek work for ―example‖ (1 Cor. 10:6, 11) is typos, which gives us the word type (Rom. 5:14). 

“A „type,‟ in the language of theology, is a special example, symbol, or picture that God 

designed beforehand, and that he placed in history at an earlier point in time in order 

to point forward to a later, larger fulfillment.” 

Examples: Animal sacrifices (types) prefigured Christ’s final sacrifice (antitype) (Heb. 

4).  Temple, dwelling place of God prefigured Christ, the ultimate dwelling place of God 

(Matt. 1:23; John 1; 2:21; Col. 1:23; 1 Cor. 3:16-17).  OT priests were types of Christ is 

the ultimate high priest (Heb. 7:11-8:7).  Creation (new heaven/earth 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 

21:1-22:5) and Jerusalem (new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). [Garden sanctuary—Tabernacle—

Temple—Christ—Church—New Garden Sanctuary at end of time] 



Fulfillment takes place preeminently in Christ (Eph. 1:10; 2 Cor. 1:20). 

Christ the Mediator 

Sin: Ever since the fall of Adam (Gen. 3; Rom. 5), sin has affected all of mankind.    As a 

result, all have fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3), experienced alienation from 

Him (Col. 1), and have experienced death (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2).  

Holiness: Since God is holy, sinful man cannot see His face (Ex. 33:20).  Sinful man 

needs a mediator who will approach God on his behalf.  While Moses and other 

sometimes served as imperfect mediators who prefigured Christ, the Scriptures are clear 

that there is only one true mediator, Jesus Christ: ―There is one mediator between 

God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all‖ (1 Tim. 2:5-6). 

―God welcomed Moses into his presence only because, according to the plan of God, 

Christ was to come and make atonement for Moses.  The benefits of Christ’s work were 

reckoned beforehand for Moses’ benefit.  And so it must have been for all the OT saints. 

 There is only one way of salvation (Acts 4:12). 

 Physical deliverance prefigures spiritual salvation and physical restoration. 

Mediators in the OT include prophets, priests, and kings.  ―Prophets bring the 

word of God from God to the people.  Kings, when they submit to God, bring God’s rule 

to bear on the people.  Priests represent the people in coming before God’s presence.  

Christ is the final prophet, king, and priest who fulfills all three functions 

in a final way (Heb. 1:1-3).‖  One may also consider wise men who bring God’s 

wisdom, warriors who brings God’s deliverance from enemies, and singers who bring 

praise to God on behalf of the people and proclaim the character of God to others. 

Mediation occurs not only through human figures but also through institutions:  

Covenants where God’s word is brought to His people; the Temple that brings God’s 

presence to His people; Sacrifices that bring forgiveness to God’s people.  In these ways, 

all the symbolic types and shadows of the OT point forward to the person of Christ.  

 

Next, Consider Gospel-centered paradigm for seeing the Gospel in the OT. 

Context----Revelation (God’s character, Fallen Condition, Gospel Solution)---Response 

(Confession and Celebration-Praise/Obedience)---Connections to Christy (typology, etc) 

 

*This study was greatly aided by the ESV Study Bible article entitled ―Overview of the 

Bible: A Survey of the History of Salvation,‖ as well as, Dever and Alexander, The 

Deliberate Church.  Adaptations have been made for a teaching context, but the meat of 

this study is taken from these two sources. 



 


