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Lecture 2: “Thanksgiving for Partnership in the Gospel” (1:1-11) 

Philippians 1:1-11 “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I 
yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God." 

 

I.  Greeting (1:1-2) 

 Paul and Timothy are identified as “servants of Christ Jesus” (lit. “slaves of Christ 
Jesus”), and the church is identified as those living “in Christ Jesus.”1  “Paul‟s reference 
later in this letter to Christ‟s own obedience as a slave, obedience even to death on a 
cross (2:7-8), indicates that Paul‟s use of the title of slaves for himself and Timothy 
points to their total subjection to the will of their master… When believers in Christ 
freely and joyfully accept the position of servants of Jesus Christ, they will be united and 
effective in service.” (Hansen, 38-39).  Those in Christ are made holy, set apart to God.2 
Discussion Question: What does it look like for us to be “slaves of Christ Jesus”? 
 

 Paul‟s use of the phrase “in Christ” is a shorthand summary of his theology.  It means a 
variety of things throughout this letter: “a personal, subjective experience of the presence 
of Christ; a corporate, objective position in Christ‟s redemptive work; and an ethical 
activity by the indwelling power of Christ” (Hansen, 40).  Each context may have a 
slightly different nuance that must be taken into account.3  
Discussion Question: What does it mean for us to be “in Christ”?  What are the 
implications for our relationship to fellow believers and to the local church? 
 

 Paul addresses a plurality of elders and deacons, recognizing the leadership as those 
who are a part of the church; humble oversight and authority are an extension of service.  

                                                 
1 Authorship: Paul wrote Philippians  in the 1st person singular, but includes Timothy in the greeting (cf. 2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 
Phl. 1; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1).  It was common in Greek letters of that day to begin the letter with one‟s own first name.  It is very 
likely that Timothy served as Paul‟s secretary who composed much of the letter as Paul dictated it to him.   
2 Holiness: “The phrase all God’s holy people is based upon God‟s call to Israel to be a „holy people‟.”  Karl Barth wrote, “„Holy 
people‟ are unholy people, who nevertheless as such have been singled out, claimed, and requisitioned by God for his control, for his 
use, for himself who is holy.  Their holiness is and remains in Christ Jesus.”  Plural Eldership: Paul also addresses plurality of elders. 
3 Citizenship: After Augustus‟ victory, the city of Philippi was predominantly repopulated with veteran Roman soldiers and Italian 
farmers whose relationships were defined primarily by the social realities of a first-century Roman colony.  Similarly, the Christians 
in Philippi had lives and relationships that were centered in Christ and through the victory of the cross and the resurrection they are 
bound together in union through the person of Christ  and a common citizenship in His kingdom.  The common experience of 
unions in friendship and business partnerships in Philippi was “koinonia,” which Paul used often in reference to believers‟ 
partnership in Christ (1:5; 1:7; 2:1; 3:10; 4:14; 4:15).  “The concept of citizenship is the basis for Paul‟s exhortation to live as citizens 
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ (1:27) and his reminder that our citizenship is in heaven (3:20). 

Philippians: 

The Glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ 
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 Timothy was one of Paul‟s closest associates; Paul affectionately refers to him as a son 

in the gospel (2:22).  Paul typically referred to himself as an apostle, but does not do so 
here seemingly to stress the humility of serving Christ who was the ultimate example of 
humility.4  It‟s clear that Paul doesn‟t assert his authority, but rather his submission. 
 

 “Christ Jesus” is mentioned three times in vv. 1-2 signifying that Jesus Christ is a 
central theme throughout the book of Philippians.  It “reappears throughout the letter 
and unites everything around the person of Christ” (Hansen, 37).5  The name “Christ 
Jesus” expresses Paul‟s belief that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah.  
 

 The “blessing [in v.2] presents God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
common source of grace and peace.  The blessing anticipates the dramatic finale of the 
Christ hymn [2:5-11]: Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (2:11)… The 
attitude of those who are servants of Christ Jesus will be expressed in their Christ-like, 
humble service and their Christ-centered worship of Jesus as Lord” (Hansen, 37, 39). 
Discussion Question: What does Christ-centered worship and service look like? 
 

 Grace and Peace: Grace was an adaptation of the Greek greeting of Paul‟s day, and 
peace was the common Jewish greeting of that day.  His usage of such a combination 
expresses the intersection of Greek and Jewish cultures throughout Paul‟s ministry.  
Grace and peace to you is a concise summation of Paul‟s theology: “grace, the 
unmerited, undeserved saving work of God in Christ Jesus brings believers into peace, 
harmonious relationships with God and with each other.” (Hansen, 43).6  “The source of 
all grace and peace is God, known as God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ… The 
„highly exalted‟ (2:9) Christ is the center of all the themes and the center of all life; he is 
the initiator and sustainer of the community.”  Unity comes only in focusing on Christ. 
Discussion Question:  What ways do you see God‟s provision of grace in your life? 
 

II. Thanksgiving for Partnership in the Gospel (1:3-11) 

 A. Partnership in the gospel and partakers of God’s grace (1:3-7) 

 Prayer: Paul intentionally allows his readers to “listen” to his prayers of thanksgiving 
and intercession on their behalf.  His prayer is heart-felt; a passionate expression of 
affection toward them and toward God.  This thanksgiving-prayer section has a dual 
function: to indicate the occasion for the letter and to prepare the readers for instruction.  
The prayer also demonstrates an intimate knowledge Paul had of the Philippians‟ needs.  
Four aspects of his prayer: continually, for all believers, for specific needs, and with joy.  
Every remembrance of them drives Paul to urgent, joyful, passionate prayer. 
Application:  Share with others the very things for which we‟re praying/praising God. 
 

 Gratitude: Paul‟s letter is, essentially, a “thank-you”.  His letter goes beyond a mere 
expression of gratitude for their support.  It is rooted in Paul‟s “deep, personal 
experience of God‟s grace.”  Paul encourages and expresses gratitude to them by 

                                                 
4 Apostle/Servant: See Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus.  He only omits “apostle” 
in Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and Philemon, where he has a purpose in stressing his primary role as a servant of Christ.  In 
the history of God‟s people, “servant-hood” was a mark of distinction: Neh. 10:29; Josh. 24:29; Psa. 89:20 are a few examples. 
5 Citations taken from G. Walter Hansen, The Letter to the Philippians (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishers, 2010) unless noted. 
6 Hansen: “Paul‟s understanding of grace is rooted in the  Greek OT (LXX) use of this term to express God‟s covenant love (kesed) 
for his people.”  “All of the outworking of salvation depends on the gracious initiative of God… All who totally depend on the grace of 
God will be protected by the peace of God and enjoy the presence of the God of peace (4:6-9).” Cf. Phil. 2:12-13; 4:6-9, 4:7; 4: 23.   
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directing his affection toward God (“my God”).  This gives the credit where it is most due 
(God), encourages the recipients (Philippians), and keeps both Paul and the Philippians 
humble through acknowledging first and most, the grace of God.  Paul no doubt was 
speaking out of response to “the transforming impact of God‟s gracious salvation in 
Christ Jesus on his life.” (Hansen, 45)  “Joy” is mentioned fourteen times in this letter.   
Application:  Encourage people by directing your praise to God‟s work through them. 

 
 Partnership:  In v.5 Paul commends them for their partnership in the gospel.  In fact, it 

is a reason for Paul‟s joyful prayer of thanksgiving despite his imprisonment.  They have 
been partners with him since the very day that they were converted and they have not 
faltered from that fellowship.  They share a common faith in the gospel and an 
affectionate love for one another (1:7-8).  “The proclamation of the gospel had the 
transforming power to create a community (koinonia) of believers in Christ.”7  Believers 
have fellowship through the Spirit and in the sufferings of Christ (3:10).  “Their 
faithfulness in the work of proclaiming the gospel was evidence of the reality of their 
personal participation by faith in the benefits of the gospel.”  Partners in defending and 
confirming the gospel (1:7), advancing the gospel (1:12); rejoicing when Christ is 
preached (1:15-18); in suffering together (1:19, 27-30); in being a testimony (2:15-16); 
supporting the same mission (2:25-30; 4:10-18).  They received and continue to help 
Paul in the propagation of the gospel.   
 

 Joy/Confidence:  While Paul mentioned his joy for their partnership, he also mentions 
his confidence (1:6) in God‟s faithfulness to work in and through the Philippians.  He 
encouraged them by expressing his belief that their partnership in the gospel would 
stand the test of time and trials as a result of God‟s grace among them.  God was creating, 
by the work of His Spirit, a corporate identity rooted in the gospel itself.  Despite outside 
opposition (1:28) and internal conflict (4:2), Paul was confident of God sustaining this 
unity and partnership in the gospel.  Paul also had personal confidence that enabled him 
to endure suffering and conflict, because his hope was focused on the coming of Jesus 
Christ (2:9-11; 3:20-21).  Paul had an eternal perspective that provided confidence 
and contentment to endure that which God ordained for him to experience. 
 

 Affection:  Paul digresses from his prayer-report to mention that it is “appropriate, 
even obligatory for him to have such a joyful attitude toward the Philippians.”  The word 
used here indicates more than mere emotion, but also thinking/mindfulness, strong 
concern, and an intense attitude toward someone or something.8  The significant uses of 
this word demonstrate reference to interior thoughts, attitudes, and feelings that 
motivate external directions and actions.  Paul‟s love is not selective; it is sacrificial.  He 
embraces all believers (1:1; 1:4; 1:7) out of love for them and partnership in the gospel.   
 

 Imprisonment:  Paul was very conscious of his imprisonment and the fellowship that 
the Philippians had with him in that (1:7, 13-17).  The use of legal language (“defending 
and confirming”) is an illustration from Paul‟s situation that he uses to describe his work 
of advancing the gospel.  Through his preaching, God would validate the gospel message.  
What was intended to restrict Paul actually serve to advance the gospel.  By sharing in 
his suffering, the Philippians demonstrate that they are partakers in God‟s grace with 
Paul.  The supported him by giving financially and by suffering with him. 
Discussion Question:  How are we co-partners in the grace of God? 

                                                 
7 Fellowship: The Greek word “koinonia,” meaning fellowship is used six times throughout Philippians 1:5; 1:7; 2:1; 3:10; 4:14; 4:15. 
8 The Greek word “phronein” is used here: “It is right for me to feel this way about all of you…” (1:7).  It occurs ten times in this letter: 2:2; 2:5; 
3:14; 3:15; 3:19; 4:2; 4:10, and usually is translated something to the effect of “like-minded”/“view”/“mind”/etc. 
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 B. Paul’s prayer toward his gospel-partners  (1:8-11) 

 Intense longing:  Paul‟s reflection on the Philippians‟ partnership moves him to 
express an intense longing for them that is rooted in the love of Christ.  He speaks as 
though it is the love of Christ flowing through him that compels him to feel so deeply 
about them, and he speaks of God as his witness. 
 

 Intercession:  Thus far, Paul‟s prayers for them had been primarily thanksgiving.  In 
v.9, Paul shifts to intercession: “that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight.”  He even shares with them the content of his prayers for them.  
While he had thanked them for their love, he now prays for it to increase.9  “True love is 
not something you possess; true love constantly grows and increases,” (Hansen, 57).  
Their love is self-giving (1:9; cf. 1:16; 2:12; 2:3-4) and is similar to that of Christ, who is 
the ultimate example of sacrificial love (2:8).  Paul seems to be suggesting his desire for 
strengthened relationships with his friends, inclusion and unity of all believers, and for 
them to love one another in the same way that he so affectionately loves them (4:9).10  
 

 Affection of Christ:   Mutual love for one another must be grounded in the affection of 
Christ, for there is no other source by which true love can exist (1:8).  Christ‟s love 
embodies the very pinnacle of selflessness (2:2-8) and empowers believers to imitate it.  
So, Paul‟s prayer for his friends‟ love to abound more and more, he not only meant their 
love for one another, but ultimately their love for Christ that empowers all other love.  In 
his own eyes, Paul saw nothing more meaningful than knowing Christ (3:7).  Brotherly 
love is the fruit, knowing and loving Christ is the root!   
 

 Knowledge & Love:  When Paul prays for their love to abound all the more in true 
knowledge, he is indicating the means by which love increases.  Through increasing 
knowledge of the person and work of Jesus, overflowing love is the natural consequence.  
It is not a knowledge that puffs up, but a knowledge that serves the demands of love.  
“When the domain of knowledge is devoid of love, knowledge has no value.  But when 
love abounds in the domain of knowledge, knowledge then serves the goals of love and 
love multiplies” (Hansen, 59).11  Paul is not merely speaking of cognitive knowledge, but 
of spiritual knowledge.  It reflects one who knows and does the will of God.  The 
knowledge of God and the things of God are essential for God‟s people (cf. Hos. 4:1, 6).  
The very aim of Paul‟s life is to know Christ, both the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings (3:10).  Paul also prays for them to have insight, meaning 
wisdom for doing the right thing and speaking the right thing in every circumstance.12 
Discussion Question:  Why is personal knowledge of Christ and practical 
understanding of people/situations important for loving others in a Christ-like way? 
 

 Purpose Statements:  The purpose of Paul‟s prayers is twofold (v.10): (1) As love 
abounds in knowledge and depth of insight, it seeks what is best.  Seeking what is best 
for another, in light of God‟s will, is not always easy to discern.13  Paul wants them to be 
able to discern between what is better and what is best!  Many things are good, but few 
things are excellent, praiseworthy, or best.  Paul has a single-minded purpose to seek the 

                                                 
9 Paul viewed the Christian life as one of growth.  He often expresses a desire for believers to excel, increase and abound in love (Phil. 
1:9; 1 Thess. 3:12), joy (Phil. 1:26); generosity (2 Cor. 8:7); hope (Rom. 15:13); and the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). 
10 Paul refers to love as the opposite of selfish ambition (1:17; 2:3).  Self-giving love causes unity of spirit and kindred agreement (1:27; 2:2; 4:2). 
11 G.K. Chesterton: “Love is not blind.  Love is bound.  And the more it is bound, the less it is blind.”  Hansen adds, “Love needs to see 
clearly and speak truthfully.  Love knows how to see and speak.” 
12 The word insight used in v.9 is not used elsewhere in the NT, but often occurs in the LXX (Greek version of the OT), especially in 
Proverbs.  It denotes having the wisdom to discern between good and evil in both speech and conduct.  Insight helps love be applied. 
13 The word for “discern” as used here carries the idea of testing or evaluating, and is used in 1 Peter 1:7; Luke 14:19. 
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best and to pursue that with all of his heart (3:13).  The love of Christ should be a guiding 
help in knowing how to best love others in various contexts.  (2) Since Christ will stand 
in judgment of whether or not believers loved others with the same love that He 
extended to them, Paul prays for the Philippians to be pure and blameless for that 
coming day.  The first coming of Christ enabled them to love one another and 
the second coming of Christ will hold them accountable for that love.  
However, Paul has already expressed his confidence in God to accomplish this work 
(1:6).  “The purpose of love is to perfect a community that will be pure and blameless” as 
a reflection of Christ‟s love. (Hansen, 60-61).  Pure and blameless essentially mean a love 
that is: sincere and without hidden, selfish motives or pretense; and doesn‟t give offense 
or cause anyone to stumble.  Instead, it will spur on growth and love.14 
Discussion Questions:  Do I seek what is best for others in the way that I love them?  
Is my love to others motivated by both the example and accountability of Christ? 
 

 Fruit of Righteousness:  Paul‟s desire for the Philippians to grow in grace is 
expressed further in v.11 with his desire that they “be filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ…”  This fruit of righteousness is only grown through 
God‟s power.  “The fruit of Christ-like character and behavior is the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22),” (Hansen, 62).  Fruitfulness is from a divine source.  Fruitfulness is the result 
of nothing more than God‟s faithfulness through the person of Christ.15  At the future day 
of Christ, Paul‟s prayer will be fully answered.  Paul prays that when Christ examines the 
fruit in the vineyard of the church, that he will find pure motives and blameless service 
compelled by divine love planted within them.  “In this context, righteousness describes 
the character and actions of a community totally permeated and controlled by love.”  
Later, Paul will contrast a self-righteousness that comes from the law (3:6-9) and a 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith in Christ (3:9).  The first 
involves “moral behavior” and the second involves “right standing with God.”  
Righteousness from God gives both right standing and right fruit (moral conduct), but 
self-righteousness really does not provides either.   
 

 The Glory of God:  Paul concludes his prayer with the doxology “to the glory and 
praise of God.”  The ultimate goal of corporate love and unity and the exhibition of 
righteous fruit is the glory of God.  God should receive praise every moment leading up 
to completion in Christ, and preeminently at the day when His completes the work that 
He began in them (1:6).  “The doxology gives glory and praise to God for every day 
leading up to the ultimate day.”  Only God is worthy of praise for the new creation.  
Paul‟s great hymn (2:5-11) ends with the same thing as the future, “universal confession 
that Jesus Christ is Lord leads to the glory of God the Father (2:11)… Praise to God for 
the perfection of the church on the day of Christ gave Paul the ability to rejoice during his 
dark days in a Roman prison…” (Hansen, 65).  Paul had confidence in God‟s ability and 
intention to ultimately transform the church.  Paul began his prayer with thanksgiving 
and ends it with praise. In order to motivate and encourage the church, Paul points to 
the finished work of Christ on the cross and the coming work of Christ at His return. 
Discussion Questions:  Am I doing all things, in all spheres of life, for the glory of 
God?  Is the gospel central to how I view my life and encourage/motivate others? 

                                                 
14 This verse (1:10) obviously provides evidence that Paul did not believe sanctification was complete until the day of Christ‟s return.  
“Envisioning future perfection, he prays for growth in the present… The ultimate future transformation by Christ‟s power assured 
him of the present work of Christ in the community,” (Hansen, 62).   
15 There is debate over whether righteousness is the source or the nature of the fruit.  The first position sees a right relationship with 
God through Christ as producing fruit.  However, in this context, the usage seems to point toward righteousness describing the fruit.  
The fruit of their lives, because of Christ, is right attitudes and actions.  In either case, it is a divine work of God where relationship 
and fruit of relationship are interrelated.  There can be no good fruit without 1st a good root.  Righteous fruit has a righteous source. 


