
A Gospel-Centered Approach to Reading Scripture 
 

An explanation: 1 Peter 1:10-12 provides a Scriptural basis/foundation for reading all of 

Scripture (including the OT) in a Christ-centered/gospel-centered way (see also Luke 24:24-27, 

44-47; John 5:39-40; Acts 26:22-23; cf. 8:34-35).   

 

In this approach, we attempt to understand two things from any given passage of Scripture: 

What does it reveal (either explicitly or implicitly), and what does it suggest should be 

my response? 

 

This approach involves answering the following questions: 

[A] Revelation:  

(1) What does it reveal about the character of God?  

(2) What does it reveal about man’s fallen (sinful) condition?  

(3) What does it reveal about the gospel solution (God’s activity to overcome/redeem the fallen 

condition)? 

 

[B] Response:  

(4) What should I confess in response to this passage?   

(5)  What should I celebrate (i.e., praise God for/ live in obedience to) in response to this text?  

 

Essentially, we must ask what the text is leading us to think/know/understand, feel, believe, or do 

in response to God’s revelation of Himself, our sinfulness, and His redemptive activity on our 

behalf.  Every passage ought to be interpreted in light of the fullest and final revelation of Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of the gospel and is the ultimate solution for every aspect 

of our fallen condition.  Such transformational truth is given and applied to us through the 

redemptive work of God on our behalf.  While this approach is not exhaustive, it is nonetheless 

helpful in seeing the text in a thoroughly theo-centric, christo-centric, and gospel-centered way.   

 

The Old Testament is fundamentally about Jesus Christ in that it portrays Him as the long-

awaited Messiah, the Obedient Son of God that is typified by various persons and practices (i.e., 

Moses the deliverer, David the anointed King, the Temple, the sacrificial lamb, etc) that are 

imperfect.  Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of the Old Testament hope that points to Him.  The 

New Testament is fundamentally about Jesus as the fulfillment of the OT hope and God 

incarnate.  He is the fullness of God manifested in the flesh.  Jesus is the Obedient Son who not 

only models godliness for us, He also succeeds in every place that we have failed.  He is our 

model, both as an example and as our Substitute.  Our sin was exchanged for His righteousness. 

 Both Old and New Testament take Christ as their center-piece, their foundation, their supporting 

pillar, their climactic expression of the revelation of God.  Reading Scripture in light of Christ 

means seeing the gospel from the OT seed-form all the way to the mature flower that it has 

blossomed into throughout the NT. 


