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1 Peter 5:   God’s Sovereignty Demands Our Faithful Humility in All Things 

Revelation: (1 Peter 5:1-5)  

 God’s Character: 

 Chief Shepherd; Jealous for His Glory; Gracious 

 Fallen Condition: 

 We are stubborn and often despise following, and make it hard to be led by our leaders. 

 There is a tendency for leaders to be compelled by sinful motives rather than godly ones 

(selfish gain, power, popularity, etc).  Leaders are not always good examples to the flock, 

and sometimes get passive, lazy, fearful, domineering, self-centered, and prideful. 

 We are prideful to the very core, and as such, the face of God is against us in our pride. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God has given leaders as a gift to the church.  Those leaders will give an account to God 

for the way in which they shepherd His flock. 

 Christ, the Chief Shepherd, is the ultimate example of leadership to all under-shepherds. 

 God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  Pride seeks to rob God of glory. 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 Sin of omission: (Do I pray for the elders and leaders that God has put over me?  Do I take 

time to encourage them through kind words, emails, phone calls, etc? Do I support them 

when they come up in other conversations or do I dishonor them by backbiting and 

questioning their leadership in conversations with others?  Do I humbly, joyfully, and 

willingly submit to their oversight of my soul through the guidance they provide?) 

 Confess my pride and examine my heart for ways that I seek to usurp God’s glory by 

acting as my own authority for my own selfish ends. 

 Confess times when I as a leader fail to exercise Christ-like leadership. 

 Celebration: 

 Submit to and support the leaders that God has given to shepherd your soul (Heb. 13:17), 

since they have been given a unique responsibility that is both difficult and delightful.   

 Recognize and rejoice in our suffering because it precedes the glory promised to us. 

 Leaders must exercise humble authority as they provide loving oversight to God’s people.  

Faithful service will be rewarded with glory at the Day of Judgment (cf. James 3:1). 

 Our ultimate allegiance is not to our under-shepherds, but to Christ who is our chief 

shepherd. 

 Repent of our pride and ask God to search our hearts and grant us repentance that leads to 

a spirit of humility.  Since God gives grace to the humble, we ought to humbly ask for it. 

 We should be humble and loving towards people, because God has been that way with us. 

 God often cultivates a heart of humility through suffering, and so we ought to rejoice in 

suffering as God gives us various degrees of grace that eventually lead toward glory. 
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Revelation: (1 Peter 5:6-14) 

 God’s Character: 

 Mighty; Caring; Protective; Gracious; Eternally Glorious in Christ; Sovereign 

 Fallen Condition: 

 We are naturally prone to anxiety.  We fail to trust our Sovereign Father who cares. 

 Our sinful nature has made us prideful, self-reliant, and self-exalting.   

 Our sinful minds often lack the discipline and wisdom of a sober, godly mind. 

 Our sinful condition includes being weak and vulnerable to sin (Gen. 4:7; James 4:6-8) 

 We are weak and in need of restoration in all aspects of life. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 Although we have been freed from sin’s dominion, whenever we choose to live in sin we 

are making ourselves vulnerable to Satan and the natural consequences of sin (Rom. 6:16).  

While God will protect His children from being “devoured,” they must live by faith and be 

obedient to His word in order to experience the victory over sin that His Spirit supplies. 

 God cares about His children and gives them grace and strength to protect them (Phil 4:6-

8).  Through suffering, He reveals His glory and deepens their faith so that they will 

experience full restoration.  He will confirm that they are His children, and firmly 

establish their faith through His power and grace in order to endure in the end. 

 Those who share in Christ’s sufferings will also share in His eternal glory. 

 God has given us His word as a means of grace, which testifies to us that God has 

sovereign dominion over suffering.  Suffering is a true grace of God, because through it 

we experience the coming glory of God as He restores, confirms, strengthens, and 

establishes us through faith in Christ in the midst of our suffering for His name. 

 Because of Christ, we have peace with God and peace in the midst of suffering. 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 We are often anxious and fail to trust God.  (In what ways does my anxiety manifest itself: 

eating, spending, sensuality, worry, aggression, doubt, dominance, etc?  How do we 

handle our anxiety: going to God or going to other things?) 

 We are more prideful than we even know.  (In what areas of your life are you most prone 

to be self-reliant, self-glorifying, and self-centered?) 

 We are weak-minded and often lose sight of God’s character and His promises to us.  (In 

what ways is my pride, fear, or anxiety rooted in a failure to recognize God’s character 

and promises?  Which attributes of God and which of His promises do I need to spend 

more time in prayer and meditation over?) 

 We sometimes distrust His providence by thinking that He is neither all-powerful nor 

sovereign, or that He is neither gracious nor good.  (In what moments am I most tempted 

to doubt these characteristics of God?  In what ways do I live as though I have dominion?)  

 We are prone to falter and need God’s grace in order to stand firm.  (In what situations is it 

most difficult for you to have a steadfast faith?) 
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 We rarely see suffering as a grace of God and a means of experiencing His glory.  (Does 

my view of suffering line up with God’s view of my suffering?  Do I have a sense of peace 

in the midst of suffering?) 

 Celebration: 

 Exercise genuine humility in obedience to God and as a recognition of our smallness 

before His great and mighty hand.  Recognize our dependence on His grace as we humbly 

acknowledge that God alone is self-exalting in a way that is appropriate and consistent 

with His character.  God has promised to exalt those who faithfully humble themselves. 

 Be sober-minded by setting our minds on the hope and grace found in Christ (1:13) and by 

being watchful for the sinful devices of the Enemy (5:8) who desires to devour us. 

 Trust God instead of being anxious, because He cares for us (Phil. 4:6-7).  He hears our 

prayers (Ps. 65:2), and has promised to answer with good and gracious gifts (Matt. 7:7-

12).  God knows every hair on our head and the number of our days, as well as our every 

need and desire before we even ask.  Yet, He has called us to trust Him and come to Him. 

 Instead of living in fear, we should live by faith and trust God to provide what we need.  

Standing firm in our faith means being steadfast in our minds as we think about God. 

 Suffering is not unique to us.  We have fellow believers that suffer around the world, often 

in more harsh ways that we do.  We ought to pray for them and rejoice in their testimony 

for Christ as we likewise entrust ourselves to God under our suffering. 

 Setting our minds on Christ by intentionally thinking right thoughts about God results in a 

recognition of our humble state and our dependence on God (which kill pride and fear).  

Stand firm in our faith as we resist Satan and put our hope in the God who saves and 

sanctifies.  We should stand firm in the Word under suffering as God upholds us. 

 Praise God that we shall experience glory with Christ in eternity.  Praise God that He will 

restore all things that have been lost, confirm that we are His children, strengthen us in our 

weakness, and firmly establish us for eternity. Praise God that He is sovereign and has 

complete dominion overall things for all time. 

 We should greet one another with love as is biblically and culturally appropriate. 

 Praise God that there is peace found in Christ despite the seeming chaos of suffering.  Not 

only does peace go with us as a result of the Word, but peace is already ours in Christ 

(Phil. 4:6-7). 

 

 


