
Christ’s Covenant  A Gospel-centered Reading of 1 Peter Trent Crofts 
Church (Jan/Feb 2010)  Gabe Tribbett 

 

1 Peter 2:   Christ the Center: The Church’s Foundation, Substitute, and Example  

Please Note: Some Old Testament connections: 1 Pet. 1:2 (Ex. 23:8); 1 Pet. 1:15-16 (Lev. 11:44-45); 1 

Pet. 1:24-25 (Is. 40); 1 Pet. 2:3 (Ps. 34); 1 Pet. 2:9 (Ex. 19:5-6); etc. 

 

Revelation: (1 Peter 2:1-12) 

 God’s Character: 

 Good; Light; Infinitely Excellent; Merciful 

 

 Fallen Condition: 

 Our hearts and behavior are full of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander (among 

other manifestations of an evil, unbelieving heart). 

 Our default as sinners is to reject the things of God, chiefly our rejection of Christ as both 

the choice and precious foundation of all things. 

 Man, by his own sinfulness, is destined to disobey the word.  Without God’s intervention 

(the giving of a new heart and spirit that desires obedience to the word—Ez. 36:26-27), 

man would continue to treasure sin and ultimately perish in the end. 

 Our lives were blinded by darkness until God called us into the light of redemption; 

revealing who we were (depraved), who we are (redeemed) and who He eternally is. 

 Formerly we had no corporate identity (belonging), but now we are God’s people.  We 

were lost and in isolation and completely without mercy, but through Christ we have 

received God’s mercy and union with all those who have experienced His mercy. 

 Sinful passions wage war against the soul.  We need the Spirit to help us battle sin. 

 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God grows and matures us through His word.  His word helps us to put away sinful habits 

that formerly characterized our lives.  It is through God’s word that we experience Him. 

 Salvation involves our growth in godliness (progressive sanctification), which means that 

we will become increasingly mature, holy, and hungry for His word in the process.   

 Christ is foundational to our faith (“a living stone… in the sight of God chosen and 

precious”), both individually and corporately.   

 God gives us new eyes to see Christ as the choicest and most precious treasure.  As we 

turn to Christ, the Spirit increasingly conforms us to His character and incorporates us 

into the spiritual house that He is building (the church). 

 God has purposed that we should be a holy priesthood (reflections of His grace to the 

world through the testimony of a consecrated life: “light to the world”).  Our lives offered 

over to God are found pleasing to Him solely on the basis of Christ and His work. 

 God has chosen us to be His people for His own possession that our identity might be 

found in Him.  We are holy, because He is holy.  We are royal, because He is King.  We 

are priests after the order of our Great High Priest.  We are a new creation in Christ, and 

made into a new race of those who live, serve, and reflect the character of God/Father. 
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Response:   

 

 Confession: 

 My behavior, speech, thoughts, motives, attitudes, etc are entirely sinful apart from the 

grace God, because I am prone to serve myself and the things of this world. 

 I am tempted to recognize other things as my cornerstone/foundation (knowledge, lust, 

relationships, money, power, success, love, family, sports, etc). 

 Our natural disposition is unbelief, but God gives us faith that treasures Christ.   (Am I 

living as a spiritual sacrifice that is faithfully offered over to the cause of God?) 

 We are prone to wander back into our former darkness and reject the light of Christ. 

 We are dependent on the Spirit of God to help us wage war against our sin. 

 

 Celebration: 

 Praising God’s goodness (What ways have you experienced God’s goodness?  Does my 

view of what is good always line up the same as God’s view of what is good?) 

 Since Christ’s blood has ransomed us from futile ways (1:19-19), we should no longer 

cling to the sinful lifestyle from which we were freed. 

 Reflect on the preciousness of Christ, and respond to Him as my greatest treasure. 

 Cultivate a habit of studying, meditating, and praying over God’s word so that we may 

“taste” Him, and experience increasing freedom from our former lifestyle of futility. 

 We ought to be involved in the lives of other believers, committed to serving within the 

local church, and work to promote the unity and corporate testimony of the church.  We 

should praise God that He takes radically diverse people and has joined them together.  

  God honors those who believe in His Son by responding to the word, and does not 

prevent the stumbling of those who refuse to believe in Christ and disobey His word. 

 Our lives ought to reflect our identity: sons/daughters of God (chosen race), 

servants/children of the King (royal priesthood), a distinctly pure people who reflect God 

(holy nation), precious possessions that belong to God (people for His own possession)... 

all for the purpose of corporately proclaiming the excellencies of Christ.   

 As exiles, our citizenship and behavior are both different from this world, and our 

relationships with both the church and the world ought to be Christ-like.  

 Our good deeds and Christ-like character bring glory to God that will be most clearly 

reflected on the day of Christ’s return when all things are seen for what they truly are. 

 

Revelation: (1 Peter 2:13-25) 

 God’s Character: 

 Just Judge; Shepherd/Overseer of Souls; Gracious; Redeemer; Righteous 

(Perfect/Sinless); Worthy of Reverence; Faithful 
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Fallen Condition: 

 We have a tendency to be rebellious, ignorant and foolish. 

 We have a tendency to abuse our freedom through loose living. 

 We often try to hide our sin (walk in darkness). 

 Our submission is often conditional, if given at all. 

 We were like wandering sheep.  We were spiritually sick, terminally ill b/c of sin. 

 Gospel Solution: 

 God has freed us from the shackles of sin, as well as the shame of sin.  Through our 

freedom we have been made slaves to righteousness (servants of God). 

 God graciously enables us to endure (unjust) suffering, and share in Christ’s experience. 

 Christ has suffered for us and has given us an example of how to endure that suffering.   

 Christ bore our sins (and the wrath of God that our sins deserved).  He experienced 

physical and spiritual suffering so that we might experience redemption.  He did this so 

that we would die to sin and live to righteousness.  He became our substitute. 

 We have been cleansed, healed, made whole, etc by the blood sacrifice of Christ. 

Response:   

 Confession: 

 We are prone to dishonor others, be selfish/unloving toward fellow believers, approach 

God casually or carelessly, and often fail to submit to those God has placed in authority. 

 We struggle with the fear of man, worry and anxiety, etc.  (How does your life display a 

fear of man? Fear of circumstances? Other anxieties?  What ways do you struggle to 

submit to authority?  Do you often approach God casually or reverently?) 

 We rarely see suffering as the grace of God.  (What ways does suffering bring God’s 

grace into your life?  How does suffering cause you to be more or less like Christ?) 

 We are in need of God to exchange our sin for His righteousness.  Otherwise, we are 

hopeless before Him—forever deserving the horrors of His righteous wrath.   

 We are “dead to sin” and “alive to righteousness”.  Our lives should reflect this change. 

 Celebration: 

 God’s will includes corporate testimony of His glory and grace as demonstrated to the 

world through our good works and holy lifestyle.  Our lives should reflect our service to 

God: honoring others, love fellow believers, fear/reverence God, and submit to authority. 

 Recognize that we have been called to suffer in order that we might reflect the character 

of Christ.  We ought to rejoice in our suffering, because it grows and refines us as we 

share in the experience of Christ.  As we suffer, our faith is strengthened and God 

receives increasing glory.  God uses suffering to deliver grace and to display his glory.  

 Our obedience is informed by (and is an imitation of) Christ’s obedience.  He walked 

perfectly through suffering/temptation in order that we might share in His reward. 

 We can (and should) entrust ourselves (lives, circumstances, eternity) to God as the one 

who will judge all things justly.  He will bring vindication; therefore, we don’t have to.  

Christ was subject for our sake, and in response we are subject to God.  He was serving 

the purpose of the Father with no thought to himself or his suffering. 


